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THE 

PREFACE. 




HE Improvement ef thofe 
Arts and Sciences, wbicb 
tend more immediately to 
the Seneft of Mankindy 
has leen juftiy ejteemed a 

laudable Turfuit, in all 

^Jges'y and will continue to befo, as long ay 
Men have any true Senfe <f Honour, or Con- 
corn for the common Good of their Country, 
h was out of Regard to this puhlick-fpi- 
rited Principle, that we have adventured 
to throw in our Mite to the common Stock* 
Jf the Critical Jhall fnd Fault with the 

Mean- 
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Meannefs of the St iky or deficiency tftbe 
performance^ we hope the Intention •aoiU 
mitigate their Onjure againfi the Mat- 
ter i and the Tlainnefs of the Author s^ who 
make no ^retenjions to Megancy nor Orar 
tory, will plead an Esscufefor any Impeih 
femon in the J^ormtf this little Effay* :. 

SOME Willi no douhty think Jirange; 
that fuch inconfiderable 'Perfons, and, at 
the fame 7ime,;fo far removed from the 
JJJiftance tf the more eminent. Trrfejfors 
and J^cowragers of Busbandry, Jhouid; 
notwithjianding thefe Difadvanfages, "at- 
tempt to commit any 'ThingJOthe Titbliik; 
left they Jhould difparagf fitch a nolle Sci- 
ence* To which we anpwer^ that thefe few 
^Sheets contain nothing purely fpeculative, 
but a plain and genuine Relation of our 
Tra^ice, as we ham learn' d from Tradi^ 
tion, and our own repeated Experience, put 
into Method to eafe our Memories, ana for 
the InftruUion qf beginners. Which, fupe 
pofe it may add but little to the Improve- 
ment of Husbandry in general, it will be 
dii^erting to the Curious, and edifying to 
thofe who live on the like Soil. And this 
we did the rather, becaufe moft Books that 
treat of Agriculture, are calculate for Clay 

Soils, 
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Soils; wUk ours is mite overlookt; for 
pbat 'Reafon 'we Jhali mt fay ; hnt one (f 
the Th^ee following mepj: probably be al- 
ledged, fBitber our Soil has altogether e- 
fcaped the Notice of Writer s^ for Want (f 
being reprefentedi or tbeytbought it fode^ 
fpicable, as not to defervetbeir Applieati-^ 
on ; tfr, lajily, they ba^e laid down tbe 
fame Kules, in common^Jor Cla^ and ligbt 
Soils, Wbicb laji bos betray d tbe Abet- 
tors of tbofe Trinciples into a Prejudice 
againfl form of our fundamental Kules : 
Such asy that <f ploughing with full Sap» 
and prefcribing all feeble Means for 
binding and uniting our loofe Mold* Jb is 
truOi that tbofe and other if our Rules di- 
reUly contradi^ their Scheme^wbich mahs 
them determine very peremptorily againft 
«j, as oppofing the , common Senfe of Man- 
hind* However y a little RefleUion will 
reconcile any ttnbiaffed Terfon to us, feeing 
we advance nothing barely for the Reafon- 
ablenefs of ity without the concurrent Te- 
fiimony of Experience : And certain it is, 
that Soils differ like Conjiitutions : So that 
the Method that is proper for one, will be 
as certainly fatal to another. However, 
thefe Qentlemen who have written upon 
Clay, have migbtily obliged tbe World 

with 
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vBttb their Exferiment$ and THfcbv^iei 
«pon that Soil ; and ahbo^ their Baths 
fonnot he received hyusat ali Times, ytt 
ts» fannot hut have a very great Efteem 
for their Jbiiities and Ingenuity ; md we 
hope they will not contemn thp Sin^erity^ (^ 
mtr, Underfififffg^ 




JNTROs 
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INTRODUCTION. 



CONTAINING 




A fhott Defcription of the Nature 
and Qualitieis cf our Soil. 



[EFQRE wc proceed to lay doimii 
Rules for managing of our Soit^ it 
will be neceflary to give the Reader 4 
fiiort Account of it^ that he may 
thereby be dire&ed when to apply the following 
Prefcriptions ; and, to do this with the greater 
Perfpicuity, we (hall confider the Originals of 
Hrhich the Mold is compofed. NoW| thefe are ge*' 
nerally reckoned Three^ vi%. Clay^ Sand^ and 
tight Earth. By the Word Original^ we do noc 
meati to furniih Matter for nice and philofophir 
cal Debates concerning the Principles and £Ie-« 
menury Parts of Earth ; but only to give a £1- 
ttiliac Defcription of out own Solli whicb ismoft 

Pa« 



Part bazely, and made up of Ami and light Uztthl 
where fometimes one, and fometimes another has 
the Afcendant in the Compofition. The pre- 
vailing Soil in this Country, the Coaft-fidc eit- 
cepted, has two Thirds of light Earth, and one 
of Sand; however, *tis always preferable the 
more it partakes of the latter; unlefs the Bottom, 
which is almoft as different as our Fields, caft thc^ 
Balance* 

From this Inequality of the Pan^ and the Qua- 
lity of our light Eartht which is very often oF a 
moify Kind, doth chiefly proceed the numberlels 
Variety of Sails-* w^ith which our- Cottntry* ^ 
|>ounds, and 'm;rii:es Husbandry very diffickilt to 
manage. , For we have Fields lyine on Claj Bot- 
toms, and they diverlif^d by their Situations and 
other Accidents, fuch as Spangs^of di&reqt 
Kinds : Others on Cla) and Sand, CZoy and Ci^m- 
gle, and very mar\y on Clay, Sand and Chingle, 
all mixt, and exceeding hard : Slome ly on Sand 
of different Kinds, others on Sand and Chingle^ 
and fome on Quarry, whic^h is ordinarily not the 
worft. 

. .Now, feeing we often obferve the Molds of 
contiguous Fields to be made up of the very fame 
Originals, andt at the fame < Time, vaftly diffe- 
rent in their intrinfick Value and Richncfs, it 
doubtlefs proceeds from the various Impref&ons of 
their rcfpedivc Bottoms. However, this is no); 
the fole Caufc of the Variety wc mentioned of 
Soils, the Molds having a very large Share in that 
Pifierence : For, altho we faid, that Sand and 
light Earth do make up the greateft Fart, yet 
there are few Farms but have fome Fields mixt 
with Clay ; and our Haughs and Laighs have of- 
ten 
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ten a Portioii of that firil and bcft Original. We 
likewife obferve two Kinds of t^ht Earth ; the 
one is the Remains of Mofs, which, in old Time^ 
over-fpread many of our Fields and^ in its own 
Nature, not only altogether barren, but, when 
mixed with other Earth, tends to propagate 
Weeds. The other i^ properly, one of the Ori- 
ginals, and ferves for an Allay to the other two* 
Kow, thefe two Sorts pf light Earth make a 
ilrange Difference on the Soil, and vary in Frcn 
portion to the Mixture. 

^ From this ihoct Relattoo, it is very otnr ioui 
to any Perfon, that there is no fmall Diffi- 
culty in obferving the due Scafon of dunging 
and ploughing^ as welt as in adapting proper 
Seed to our Soil; and> as it diners from all 
other in its Nature and Qualities, fo the Rcad« 
er muft look for as uncommon Rules in managing 
it ; which agrees with the old Maxim, Deffantte 
DifeaUs tHprire iejfnrmt Remeiiif. However, in 
this RelatioOy we make no Account of ourCoaft- 
Side, which is^ poffibly, among the befi Soils of 
the Kingdcm ; neither are our Rules calculate for 
that Parte* the Cmmtry, but are only to be re- 
ceived at two or three Miles Diftance from the 
Sea. 

Having now given a general Idea of the Soil^ 
we come to lay down Roles for our InHeld^ 
which we fhall make the Subjetft of the firft three 
Articles, as they are divided in the common 
Coutfe of Husbandry, and diftinguiibed by the 
following Names, Bear-Land, Bear-Root^ and 
Awal Biar-RM. 

B ARTICLE 
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ARTICLE 1. 
Of Bear-Land. 

BEAR-LAND is that Part of Infield, which; 
being impoverifhed and worn out^ we again 
dung, and prepare for Bear, to bring the Field in 
Heart. 

R U L E I; 

ihe Field which is dejignd jor Bear gets two Fur^ 
roivsy the one a Break, /i&^ other Clcan« 

Hazely Ground being naturally loofe and lights 
will not admit of clean ploughing twice for one 
Crop, unlefs it be overlaid with very binding 
Dung; and if the Field be thus fuflKiently en-^ 
riched, there will be no Ufe for more than one 
clean Furrow, for the Mold being pretty free of 
Canker, it lofes as much by pulverizing, with fre^ 
quent ploughing, as it gains by other Accidents* 

The Time of giving the firft Furrow, is, either 
early in the Beginning of Winter, when the Field 
is only tolerably moiAned with Rain, or immedi- 
ately after the Winter Storms, when the Mold is 
loofcd with Froft, and exceeding full of Sap. 
The firft Seafon is to be chofen, when the Field 
is tolerably free of Growth ^ but if it be-peftercd 
with Quichenj Stmne^Arnotj or other fuch fpread- 
ing Roots, the laft is to be, by all Means, made 
Ufc of. 

Now, the Reafon why this Seafon is moft 
proper, may, probably, be as follows. Light 
Molds arc generally fettered with the above 

men- 
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mentioned Weeds, the Roots whereof are much 
wafted by that Time of the Year, boch with 
Froft and Exccfs of Water, wherewith the Earth 
is then replcniflied: And bcfides, the breaking of 
it, in thatSeafon, feparates the Roots from each 
other, and affords an Opportunity to the Parts 
of Earth, which had been formerly divided by 
the fubtil Invafion of thefe Roots, to cement and 
ftick together, and fo fences and hardens the 
Mold, that,. in a great Meafure, it defeats their 
Progrefs; for, being ftraitncd by the Firmnefs of 
the Mold, they die away, and leave the whole 
Mafs of it fo very folid, that it yields itfclf to 
the Difpofal of the Plough, as if it had not been 
formerly broken ; and, confequently, facilitates 
and feconds the Tillage. Whereas dry and late 
Break-furrowing have quite contrary EtfeSs : For 
the Weeds have then fo vigoroufly aftcd their 
Parts, that the thirfly Mold is already deprived 
of that Moifture which was abfolutely neceflary 
for uniting its loofe Particles. And how foon it 
is broke up, it diflfolves immediately, which, with 
the Roots of Weeds, makes the next Furrow ex- 
treamly difficult to be given, and, which is ftill 
worfe, becomes the prolifick Mother of Grafs and 
many other Weeds. 

RULE IL 

Let particular Care be taken to prepare the Dung toitb 
proper Mixtures^ fuch as Lime, Afhes, Clay, U- 
rinc, &c. 

This Rule ought to be carefully obferv'd, be- 
caufe of the general Miftakes in this Matter ; for 
many think their Dung fufficiently prepared, 

when 
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nobm they lay it npoo any dry Piace, to ytitk 
ckey kavc convenient Acoefs^ without %iriog k 
any MiKtuce ac^U, unkfs^ petfaaps, a fi^r Ttvfa 
laid in the Gcound of choir Dusghil ; and as Htde 
Care is had in the chufit^ of chjem, Jdicbo' ihicbe 
a very jna(enal Boim ; whidk jMUftaflse xa^ be 
prevencedy by fallowing diis Acre DkeSdmi* » 

Cfaufe yoor Tcxf, orodier Miictnre^ asoppo^^ 
iitc lin Quality as saay hue to the Sail <m \mlttcdi 
you lay yonr Dung ; i£br fixaopk, ;ftipetiniduoe 
ijlay^ Sattd and C/i^, or, faiUag of t^« o- 
ven Cbiughy aad //snatf ;Sraaafi| xm ii^ Sioite^ 
/or tib^ir Sterility icU^. ptmeeis fmm Warn 0) Sm 
Uraintj. Ths bach |mt ail }ira4ont Kushaod* 
«aien upon prepain^ their Fdelds, ^ this &iiMi» 
with iuoh Bongs as contribute moft to thek 
Weight) and oemcnut their kxife Fares. Z^fwe^ ei- 
ther laid 9n by itielf, K>r mix'd wiob the Dungbtl, 
is generally i^ockoa'd ithe beft Manore ; and^nexi: 
to that, as the finfe pooforabes, Afim^ Urine^ 
DtdfSf mix'd imith the EaECScments of ;difiecent A«- 
nimals; which heteso^neons Compoftires create 
a Ferment^ and fend forth foch a noifom Smelly 
as difcoversic to be fnrnifli'd with that Strength 
and aftriogent Quality, as will aoft probably 
make due Returns for the Labour. It wil^ 
however, be very proper to turn over the Dung- 
hil, about a Month before it belaid on the Field, 
to mix and digeft the Stubbornnefs of it, an4 
render the Whole more meBowy. 

A Pit, which receives the Sink of Office- 
Houfes, is moft convenient for making right 
Dung« Becaufe thatirepleni&es it with Sccength, 
by the Stagnation and itermenrof diflfefcntiBo^ 
dies, that meetiandiftrmgte^ogoftm wfaenpfnntd 

WP 



C 7 3 

up kaiaekiuumvr Compafs ; i>ue« ev«a in tias 
Cafe, k w(Mild4>e fie to empty tlK Pk a Fort- 
iiighc,or Twenty BzjfS, before tbe Oui^ be lud 
OB the Field, co ^cee ic .of iiyienBiKHis Moilibiue ; 
wJucb,alch»'it fomilhesthc Dung wufa SitocRgd^ 
<loe»iioc «Uo«r k cococ £» Cam as whtn it isdiC- 
.pokd of ^oaa-dry Place. 

R U L E HI. 

Let the Dut^ he hid m-theGmttidde^^ ^ Bear, 
either in the Go-Haruefti w immdiMely hefort thg 
lafi Birv&Wt which is to he&sm ietvdm the Mid 
«/ Apcil, and A£ddk of May. 

Ilhe ReaTsn of pn(<]ribipg.<li^i»alt Seafons ^ 
J)anging, is occafieo'd bgr niite iDiffeiionae of tlie 
£011, and the HaMcand Condicroa -w^iejo t\m 
arc at the Time. If the Soil be light^and tended 
it ought to be early dung*d, that it may help the 
Mold toasmqoh GvowthraswiU be neccflary 
for producing Bear ,• it being well worth our No- 
4jice, that when light fields a^ ^ujte ftead of 
iJrowth, the imali Weeds come «p in fuch Num- 
bers, that they'0«ei;(;(me«he JBear* .and xetnkr it 
both fliort and thin, unlcfs the Mold be exceed- 
ing .fat, and Jyii\g i^pon a «oad Bmam. 

U the Owner of foch^ields lue^iot ,p«>vid«l 
of Dung in ih« ^^OiHaweft, iv:m<iy |^it 09 
•before iOat-Se«4» and allow dt tCo ,ly 4>Kad npoa 
«he Fields, tiU «hcfind,of i/l«W'«(&„beft)re,he^o- 
«eed to break iFur.Qhat thetDnngou^ impregnate 
«hcMold,.and may ibiiijgdn as miMh .Growth as 
^efowe itiftom -the Xytaniy i«f Weedff, Md)be- 
iog hcAv'dMiiQhitbe fi(«ic^ tbP %» 9»ASm&\ai 

Buc 
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But becaufeitofrcn happens, that Daiig cannot 
be fooner provided than the Time of giving th« 
laift Furrow; wc tell them for their Encourage- 
ment, that tho* it prove not fo beneficial to Bear, 
their Labour is not loft, for the Oat Crops witt 
be proportionably better, providing always the 
due Seafon of ploughing and fowing be obfcrv*d. 
The other Seafon of laying on Dung, is im- 
mediately before the laft Furrow for Bear. Now, 
this Rule is to be followed by thofe whofe In- 
fkld hath a fandy Mold, upon a Bottom of deep 
Sa»d and Chingh; and the Rcafons probably 
are, that the weighty Sand preferves the Mol<f 
from heaving with the Heat of the Dung, and 
the corroding Quality of it very foon digefts the 
Manure of itj and difperfcs its feculent Parts 
thro'* die Mold, affording Nutriment to the Seed, 
without forcing up the Weeds in fuch Plenty as 
in a //^** Soil. 

RULE IV. 

Tiefecond Furrow ought to he given betwixt the Mid^ 
• die of April, and the Middle of May, carefully 
endeavouring to f lough it as ebb as pojjible. 

The Reafon why we chufe to make our Bear 
late, is to prevent that Growth, which, infallibly 
diflieartens the Field for Corn, when it gets Foot- 
i^Zi by ploughing Bear-Land early ; and alfo ic 
ferves to cruih wild Oats, to which our Soil is 
generally inclined ; for thefe having an early 
Spring, the late Ploughing helps a great deal to 
crufh them for that Crop, or clfe turns them to 
the Seafon of the Bear^ andfo both ripen together. 

It 
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Itlsbftcnobferv'd, that early Btieak-Fur pjo^ 
fcrves them; bccaufc, fay they, when the Sur- 
faces are laid together, the wild Corn is protc&ed 
from the Violence of Winter. Storms. 

There are two di£Ferent Opinions about the 
Origin of wild Oats ; fome think they are tame 
Corn, by fome Accident, which cannot be well 
accounted for, degenerated into wild. Others 
maintain, that they are the natural Product of 
the Soil> and do affirm, that feeing the Earrii is 
endued with a feminal Virtue, they fee no Rea- 
£>n why it may not produce them, as well as other 
.Weeds, without any fuch fortuitous Metamor- 
^bofis as thofe of the contrary Opinion contend 
for : And, to fupport this their Sentiment, they 
tell us, which is certainly truet if a Delph be 
caft up in a Field, that hath lien for the Space 
of five or fix Tears, wild Oats will fpring up (A 
their own Accord ; now, they think, that 'tis noc 
polSble the Seed could have lien (o long un- 
der Ground, and remain uncorrupted; from 
whence they infer, that wild Oats proceed from 
the fame Caufe with other Weeds. 

Ebb I'illing is recommended to retain the Dung 
as near the Seed as poflibIe,and the Remainder of 
the Mold is to ly, in the mean Time, to contra(3; 
aBody- 

R U L E V. 

Jwnediately c^ter the laft Furrowy let the Fteld hi 

/own, and at firfi Half harrow d; when it hath 

. lieu tiU tbt Seed begin to roof , crofs harrow it^ 

and Jo kt it h till the Time oj Stocking : ff^en 

. the 



the Wiiis hgin to ffring, it vriUh fitt^ imfi 
thitn agmn v)ith the HavYtm. 

The ReafoQ of aU this Caution v^ ta deftroy 
tlie fmall Weeds, wbiciH in light Grounds, aatu- 
laliy fpring up very pientifully when the Weather 
begins to grow warm. By fnaU Weeds, here, is 
iftcanttr^r/y SktfUuht^ Gule^znd oihers^tbat fpring 
from the Seed, which at firft are but very flight- 
ly rooted, and therefore eafily turn up with the 
Hartow. It is generally thofe that fruftrate the 
Labourer's Expe^tion, when he hath ns'd all 
provident Care towards his Bear-Land. 

We fay» That no Method, that we have as 
yet cry'd, hath proved fo eflfeftnal to retard their 
Prognefs^ as to harrow them down when they ap- 
pear above Gioond ; and beeanfe they cannoc 
be fnppttfs'd at once, they ought, therefore 
to be torn op as oft as they appear, until the 
Brier begin to recover after Stocking : And, if a- 
ny one af^ehends Lofs, by harrowing his Brier, 
we do aflore him, that that Scruple is contrary 
to Experience, fcveral of our own Number hav*- 
ing followed the above DireAions with great 
Succefs, providing it be done when the Field is 
dry, and with Iron- Harrows, they being more 
fit to be us'd upon Occafions of this Kind. 
When the Mold is loos'd with much harrowing, 
or great Drought, a Roller nkay be us'd, tho' lit- 
tle pra&ifed in this Place ; the Reafonablenefs of 
it will recommend it to the Notice of theCu-* 
rious; 

Another Leffon we learn from Experience, is, 
that Si dry Seifon is not at all defircible for plough- 
ing 
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tng ahdfowing Bear-Land, which i$ natorally dry 
and hght, becaufe it diredly encourages that in* 
i^tcratc Diftemper of which it iipoflcffed, iowit^ 
Loofenefs, or Want of Solidity. That Deicft is 
inuch fupplied by a rainy Bear-Seed, and the 
fmall Weeds are kept down longer than drdinary 
^ith the battering of frequent Showers. How- 
ever, if the Field ly naturally wet and fleeky^ z 
kainy Seafon has quite contrary EffeAs, and it 
will be fit to keep back the deed from the Field 
for two ot three, dr, if Need be, eight Days af- 
ter ploughing, till the Furrows dry and wither, 
thereby evacuating the Canker, before it befown, 
while it is expofed to the Impreflions of the ope'ti 
Air. 

But fince dry Seafoh^ a^ frequently happen as 
livet, ouf nekt Care is to endeavouri if poffible» 
' to obviate their Malice ; and, for that End, ic 
will be fit to deep the Seed, before it be caft iti^ 
to the Field. We knowfevcral Prefcriptipns have' 
been given tb compofe the Steep, fuch Sisfnlt Pf^d-^ 
inr^ urine. Doves Dmgj Sahpetrey &c. This; 
we doubt not, may have fome good EfFcA, buc 
frankly own, we can give no Advice from Expew 
fience, and fo refer the Inquifitive to the elabo- 
rate Works of elder Praditioners. After the Seed! 
is foftened a little virith Steep, let it be put upori 
^ Barn-Floot, and there wrought like Malt, till 
it begin to fpring, and then fow it direftly, anci 
Karrow it according to the above Dlre(^iohs. 
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ARTICLE 11 
Bear-Root, or, Firft Crop aftej: 
Bear. 

RULE L 

Lef it be flowed with competent Saf, toth deef and 
tight. 

Deep pIoughing,in this Cafe^is recommended^' 
for two good Re^foris. Firfi,To bury the Grafs- 
Roots, which, after Bear, have moftly betaken 
f hemfelves to the Surface, finding eafier Progrefs 
chere,by Reafon of its Loofcnefs ; and the Bottom^ 
Remaining untouched by the laft ploughing, does 
ippre ftrcnuoufly refift their Efforts. 
' The other Reafon is, that the refted Mold^ 
which lay idle underneath laft Tear, may now ap^- 
pear to afl; its Patt, as tiie upper did formerly, 
an^ the Stubble being turned deep down, toge- 
ther with the fuperficial Weeds, all may rot 
under the Furrow, and confcquently affift the 
Field to produce a more plentiful Crop, by their 
Afpirations. 

Tight ploughing is alfo very reafonably advi- 
fed, bccaufe that, iT any Thing, will prcferve the 
tilled Land from drowning by Winter Storms^ 
Vhx^h every one knows fhould be avoided with. 
4U imaginable Adivity. Another Benefit we have 
from right ploughing, is, that it is eafily hac« 
rowed. This not only advances the Work in 
that bufy Time, but likewife breaks the Body of 
the Mold lefs than the reiterated Strokes which 
arc neccflary for fmoothing rough and ill laid 
Furrows. 

RULE 
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RULE ii; 

7%epmjf0 Time of ploughing Bear-Root, which r^ 
quires only one Furrow, cannot weU be determined, ' 
iecaufe that dependetb upon the ffetnefs or Drj^ 
nefs of the Seafon, but we think it abfolutely necef^ 
far J, that the Mold have as much jMoifiure as give 
the Furrow a due Shape. 

The Reafonablcncfs of the Mold being rcplc- 
nifiied with competent Sap, before tilling,^ is very 
obvious to any who have had the leafi Experience, 
or.yet have considered what was formerly faid 
fipon Bear-Land : Foe Drought hath generally 
the fame Eflcd here, it haid there ; only with 
liiis Diflference, that therefted Eatfh, ^hich noV 
lies uppermoft> is not fo kindly to the Weeds; 
and the Grafs-Roots being turned deeper down, 
cannot fo fuddenly exert their Powers, which is 
pne probable Reafon why the Bear-Root Crofj, 
when dry ploughed, fometimes efcapes their 
Clutches. But, if they mifs the one, the other, 
to witf the Awal, is fure to feel the Weight of 
their Revenge : For, being ploughed down when 
they'are in Vigour, and having no moreMoifture 
than fcrves to fubfift them, they never rot, but 
begin at the Bottom, and pervade the whole 
Mafs, twilling therafelves fo dextroufly with the 
"Mold, that not one Shovel fuU of it , is free of 
their Commixtures, which is the ordinary Re- 
Mirard of thofe People, who, through Ignorance, ot 
over much Forwardnefs, miftfme their Groundj, 
with fo much Expence and hard Labour. 

As deep ploughing has been earneftly recomr 
mended) fo the contrary Praftice is as fcrioufly 
difcoutagcd, as being of the latt Hazard to the 

Oat 
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Oat Crop. For, if it be done in Time of Drought^ 
it is fcarce pradicable to give the Fiirrow any 
tolerable Shape, and, confequently, the foremeti- 
tioncd Advantages of fine ploughing are utterly 
loft; and, what is ftill worfc, it exceedingly pre- 
fer vet h wild Oats. And even tho^ the Field be ebb 
ploughed with Sap, the Weeds find very eafy 
Work in compleating their Triumph ,- for being 
(till kept in their native Mold, and nothing to 
deprefs tliem from above, they advance with (9 
admirable Succefs, that the Labourer's Pains i$ 
thereby almpfl entirely fruftrat?. 

RULE III. 

Let the Field hi harrowed about the Tiime of Stockr 
• ingy to crujh the fVeeds.^ 

Although this Rind of Soil be duly managed^ 
both in ploughing and adapting the proper Sear 
fon, it will be ^nnby'd witli thofe lefTer. Weeds, 
that go under the comqion Appellation of Shelr 
lach, Guiff tarry &c, all or moft of whi9h^ thc^* 
they come to aconfiderable Bignefs, when allow'd 
to gro\y up without Interruption, nptwithfland- 
ing are cafily checked upon their firft Appearance. 
And therefore it were very advifeable to give th? 
Field one Strol^e with Harrows a little before or 
about the Time that the Brjer begins to appear 
above Ground : Efpepially if the Surface has beea 
battered with Rain, this Advice will be indil'i" 
penfibly neceflary ; for, in that Cafe, thp Brier i^ 
kept Prifoner, by the Cruft above it, and the 
Weeds are freed from the finall Clods, which 
were diflfoived by preceeding Rains, and upoQ 
that Account come up thicker than otberwi(9 
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they would have done ; fo that, to open it with 
Harrows at this Time, is of conliderable Impoc« 
tancc i for it frees the Brier from its Confine-p 
ment, and adminifters frelh Supply from the new 
Mold,and raifes new Clods to difturb the Weeds. 

The Reafon why the Rule prefcribcs harrow- 
ing about the Time pt flocking, is this. After th? 
Brier-Blade falls, the Corn makes no Progrefs, till 
the Stock be form'd, the Weeds, taking the Ad- 
vantage ot this Delay, advance wich incredible 
Celerity, and unlcfs they be crufliM at this Junc- 
ture^ they foon overtop the Brier, and maintain 
their Viftory, till they render the Corn both thin 
and feeble : But a judicious Management of the 
Harrow will fet back the Weeds, and give the 
Brier, which in that Seafon naturally grows up 
very quickly, the Advantage over them, and 
having again recovered the former Lofs, it will 
preferve its Diftance to the End. And fo thefe 
noxious Weeds, which we fee remain till Harveft, 
are either what have efcaped the Harrow Teeth, 
or have been too deep rooted to be reached by 
them. 

Iron Harrows (hould only be ufed lor this £f- 
feftjbecaufe they penetrate deeper into the Mold, 
and both root up the Weeds better, and furnifli 
the Root with frelher Earth. They likewife do 
lefs Skaith to the Brier ; for, if they tear up fome 
of it, they afford fuch Plenty of Nutriment to the 
reft, as enables them to fupply the Room of that 
which was eradicate ; whereas a clumfey Tim- 
ber Harrow skips upon the Surface, and mangles 
;he Blade, without refreihing the Root. 

Iron Harrows are alfo preferable, becaure,theic 
,7?eth feeing fmall and fmoothi they cafily glide 

througj^ 
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^flrvgh the Mdld, without breaking it$ Body (6 
piueh a^' the foogh and big-toochM Timbcc 



f»€sdo. 



ARTICLE IIL 

Jit A J^-In f I e ;, e!, pr^ Second Qop 
affcr Bear- 

THE general Metlk)d is^ to take tv^o Crops 
of Com after Bear, in light Soil^^ becaufib 
|t confolidates the Mold, and brings, in a certain 
Gao«jirrh ; which i^ ncceflary for producing Beat 
mem Grounds ; and we have^ generally fpeaking> 
IWfe Pr<^t by the Oat-Crop, Ithan we have im- 
jtoediately from the Bear. 

RULE I. 

jStufol^bifield is much better d ky getting two Rtr^ 
nows^ the one 4 Break, and the cthtr Clean. 

When Awal-Infield h break-ftirr*d, it Ihould 
|i!e dotie immediately after, or in Harveft, allow- 
«ig it to ly till about Chrifintasy againft which 
1rii0« it will recover as much Solidity as will make 
|t fi^ for a fecond ploughing. 
. There are two fpecial Reafons to enforce the 
jpraftice of this Rule. FiV/?, To crufli the Grafs 
aod; other Weeds, which have probably made a 
fpciGdevableProgrefs the preceeding Summer ^ and, 
if they meet with no Oppofition after the Corn is 
fpc down, feldom mifs of advancing full Speedy 
till che fiippifig. Frofts make then again recoiU 
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^id ttiCKby ipdifpoi^ the F,i44 % t]ie/ixj^fde4i 
Crop. 

Another Ufc pf Bteakf^r, ^ jthis Tj^o^ ti $# 
cover the Stubble with a little £#rth» the m^ 
Part of which very foon rotteth, and addeth a 
new Manure to the Fields This Furrow k ta 
be applied with fpecial Care, l>Qth ebb and (m^ 
tfcat the trequertcy of it maty cot i^ore of phfi 
Roots of Weeds ; and, i« the mean Time, the 
Plough going ^ill in the Surface, not above i^j^ 
Inches deep, the reft of thc^Mbtt may be pW 
fetv'd in ifs Solidity, ^fjd t/iyrireby facdicate ithe 
next pipujebing, w^ich^ by tjbe Rikr, is fi^fpefide^ 
till aff:cr Chfifim^s, chat ^the. Surface of the U^ 
^hicfa was fomewhat LojQs'd by the Bar^ak^ may a^ 
gain turn firm. ... 

Anpther p^p/p ^f tj^ii^ jQel^y, is^ that tfad 
Roots of Weeds ate th«P ia their wetkeft Staic;^ 
and the Jnterfticios of the Mold ^MncdmtH 

W^c^ fo ^M^ i)^ l^'?^^ ^^n i^ ^^^^ proper^ 
for admipiflring this fecond Furrow with &ic«> 
cefs 4eaipft the Wcpdi, becapfe the Earth ho^ 
ipg fully replepifl?e4 with Sap, it hardens widi 
the firft Drqpghp) ?nd fp hems in the Roots^ that 
many of theiti die aw^y, and (svcn the remaiohsr^. 
Part, being thus debilitate, proceed but leifiiKJjL 
*Tis, however, v^ry proper, that Awal-Landb^ 
ploughed thp fecond Timet befoce the Ueptc?, 
tur^ of Winter Frofts, not only on Account of : 
Weeds who fufl^r very much by them, but ailoi. 
to deftroy apy Gauffer, which. is eipher generate4 
by Sragn^tiQn of Water, bet,wixt the Mold and 
^an, or eiie is itsherent en the ^ottom itbiL 
Howeyer that be, daily Experience teacbcth, thac 
W\xm apy P^rt pf it i$ turnM up^ the Intervenuoa 

at 
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l)f trdft is neceilary to do away the Maiighir^ 
thereof; and it will be very fit to plough down thfc 
Weeds pretty deep, feeing they are ready on all 
Occafions to afpire. 

RULE II. 

// will be fit to harrofw doxm the Weeds ahmt tU 
Itime ef Stocking^ and ify after aUy the Weeds hap^ 
fen toprevaiiy it may be eaten up with Beafis, be* 
twixt the Beginning and Middle of May. 

There is the fame, if not greater Reafon fcft 
Applying the Harrow to Awal-Infield, as there 
Vras for doing the like to Bear-Root, in this Sea*- 
fon^ Npor the leffer Weeds generally fpring ini 
greater Abundance at the fecond^ than at firft 
Crop after Bear^ becaufe the Mold lofes the Ce« 
ment that keepM the Parts thereof together, iri 
Proportion to the Number of Crops that it pto-^ 
duceth, and confequently is thereby difpofed to 
be more indulgent to its owfi Produftions. But,> 
altho' the Harrow, when duly managed, does a 
great deal to extinguifh the fmall Weeds ; yet fuefa 
is the Stubbornncls of Grafsy Fint^ach and Sorrel^ 
and fo deep are they rpoted, that they often baf -^ 
fle the Harrow, tho' ever fo carefully applied : 
This frequently (alls out in afpecial Manner,when 
'April proves warm and dropping, for then the Cornf 
naturally advanceth nothing further than the 
Stock, whereas the Grafs is little or nothing hin-^ 
det'd that Way,and the Moifture and Warmnefsdo 
incredibly accelerate its Progrefs beyond theBfier^ 
fo that its very reafonably advis'd to eat them upr 
with Beafts, to bring them both upon one Lei^el; 
mdy if that be done when the Brier begins to re-' 

cover 
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ca*cr aftct St ockingi it will, in all ProbabiHty,{botTi 
oycr-top the Weeds, and thereby, prevent a great 
<]eal of Harm from thefe defirudive Enemies. 

The Animals that are fittcft to be employed 
in this Affair are young Nolt, becaufc they cut 
cleverly, without difturbing the FLoot, where- 
as old or ill toothM Beails very often pvil 
up the Brier by the Roots. Horfes and $heep, 
are not fo fit to be put upon this H^xpedi- 
tion, unlefs they be carefully kpptj or tea- 
thered upon the l?ield ; for altho' their Tcetii 
J^ fldarp^ yet we evidently obierve them to eat 
the Corn, and leave the drafs untouched, which 
is dire&ly contrary to the Sefign, and this theic 
Averfion is probably raifed, from the Roughnefs 
Qf Grafs, , in refped of the fmooth and (yitcct 
Blade of Corn. . ^ 

Bry Weather is by all Kf eani^ to be chofen in 
performing this Cure, for, in a rainy Seafon, the 
Beafts Feet would deprcft the Brier too far evct; 
to recover, but, in Time of Drought, they tread 
down the fn^all Weeds, and confohdate the Sur-? 
face of the Field, which had been formerly loofed 
witii Harrows. This Experiment will, no 
doubt, much offenjj the tim!erous and unthink- 
ing Part of Mankind ; however, it hath oftert 
proven very beneficial, both for feeeping back the 
Weeds, and preventing the lying or Corns before 
they be Cl^I. ^ 

Wild Oats do generally arife in greater Quan- 
tities amopg the ^xu^ACrop, thaa either in Bear 
or Bear-RoBt. The Realon is, that the lafl: 
j^urrow for Bear, being given after they are con- 
tiderably advanced, defliroys a great Part of them, 
but the lew that remain increase a littllc more 

D H 
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ifi theBcar-Root^ it being both oloufiged add! 
fiiarrowed befoie the wild Corn begins to fprin^ 
4nd fo they grow up together, without any Di^ 
fturbance, m their own Seafon ; for the iaine Rea*« 
fon, there will be greater Plenty df them to the 
jpLwal-Crop: And, indeed, they do very notable 
Mifchief to their Neighbour Corn ; for the Wilii 
grows up After, and ripens milch fponer than the 
tltme, and thereby exhauflis the Nutriment 
thereof. Tbi$ never mi&s te tender it both 
weak and thin^ and therefore *tis well worth tb^ 
Owner's ^ains, to endeavour by all Means ta 
prevent this imminent I>anger of his Com^ 
which will in ajgreat Meafute be done, by crop- 
ping the wild Oats how ifoon they cdit^e out of 
the Hofe, who appear always about eight ])ay^ 
before the tame. Thus is Providence fo kind as 
tfo tack that to their Nature^ which is the idczn 
6f their own DefiruAlon. Any one that is care-« 
&1 may perforni this Work, with the Hoofc in 
<ine Hand, and grafp the Crops with the other^ 
Which will be good £ntertainmen,tfor Cows; or^ 
«f he hath no Mind to take the Trouble to prc^ 
fetve them, let him fix a fharp-tooth^d tlodk iH 
the End of a fmall Pole, or Hazel Rod^ and 
ftrike them down therewith, Which iS more exi 
peditious, tho' lefs profitable. 

RULE ni; 

Jfa Field befi bachoardj that it does not anf^ if 
folhwing the foregoing Rules^ it tvill he fit to lay it 
dmim in Grafs^ until it contraH Bodjn vihick 
i»iU take five Tears to ty^ 

ythM 



IVheo the Body of rhc Ground is quiec dif? 
{olved by Roots of Weeds, and impbveriih'd by 
maay Ciops^ it is not: fo ctfe&ually mended by 
JlJm& 9lcnp' duly prep^red^ as it will be by ly? 
iqgin Grafs i for, in the firft Cafe, 'tis turned 
pver and over, to return the Expence of the Ma7 
BUTf, without getting any Reft; ^nd altfao' right 
made Dung may difpofe the Field, fo as to pro? 
duce anequj^ Quantity of Grain, yetjt is not 
fo itrong, neither does it laft above a Crop m 
7^(^ whertas> if the laft Advice be followed, tnie 
Field will he enabled to yield Four or Five plen^ 
tiful Crops> if duly managed. The Reaion of 
this idi^renoe is vecy obvious^ becaufe, during 
tH? whol^ Time of lyiiig, it is fucce^vely oout 
liflied with the nitrous and faline Particles of 
j^ir and Dews, which very fubtilly infinuate 
themfelves into it, and the Roots of Weeds be^ 
Ing. fo long deprefled, and retained in one indi« 
vidiial Mold, they fefter and then die awajf. 
Thefe, and ma^y other Accidents, fuch as the 
Dung and Urinie of Beafts that are fed with th$ 
Gxm^ befidesi Depreffion with the Feet of Aniii- 
mals, and its own Gravity, all contribute to con* 
iblidate and earich the Soil. Befides improving 
the Fieldf no fmall Advantage accrues from the 
Crafs which it yields during the Time it lies; for 
altho', after the firft ^^^tf Tears, the Grafs begins 
to decay, that Lofs is, nevetthelefs, fufficiently 
compeniated by the Ruin of deurudive Quicken^ 
and other fuch paultry Roots, which are the 
very Parent of that Grafs we obferve fo foon to 
depay, and coqfequently muft live and die to^ 
gather. It is, however, well worth our Notice, 
that when the Field i$ freed frpni thofe trouble- 
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fome Rdots, and freely allowed to receive th<;' 
kihd Impreffibns of the Air, and other accident 
tal Helps, the Grafs turns more natural, until 
the Field be alt over-rui^ with yellow Fog, aiid 
fcaft up in Molc-HiUs, which fliould be ' e^ 
ijually iprpad over the Surface, and then it will 
be fufficiently difpofed for ihtaking. This is cet-^ 
tainly the beft Rule to fcjuare our Cbnduft by, 
when we iare undetermined as to the precil^ 
^^irac of lyin^ in ' Grafs. 

This Method ought more efpedally to be fotr 
lowed, by all thofe who are pinched for Summer 
Grafs, minding alwayss to lay that Dung which 
would have been neccffary to keep their Infield iri 
Condition for Tillage, upon an equal Quantity 
of Outfield. This will fdpply the Dcfed of Corn 
knd Fother in Winter, while the Beads are plenti- 
fully provided in Summer j and, in the mean Time; 
^oth Parcels of Ground ^dinirably enriched. 

R y L E IV. 

ithe FtHd thus refted^ till it with ffffficient Sap (^ 
- Winter^ hth ebk and tight. 

When the Winter Froft hath loofed the Sur- 
face, and the Vacuities of the Earth faturatec^ 
with Water, it will bp the only proper Ti^ne to 
plough this Kind of Field, for the Sward is not 
only rendred' more free and mcllowy, but the 
Mold is enabled to retain that Solidity it batH 
contrafttd during the Time it lay in Grafs, and 
Is the beft Help for performing thit Part of the 
Rule, i^rhich recommends ebb Ploughing ; fot 
that cannot be done, in any tolerable Meafure, 
Ixrhile the Field reihains dry^ and without Froft^ 
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fho^ it be a Matter of confiderable Importance, 
for the Rciafons following, Firfi^ Ebb-Plough- 
ing prelerves a great Part of the Mold untouchr 
ed, to alSft {ucceeding Crops, the Plough being 
allowed to go a little deeper, ay till it reach the 
Bottom of the Mold;, this buries the Weeds 
deeper, and furniflies frclh Earth to every Crop. 
^condly, It facilitates the next Ploughing; for, if 
i Ridge be rough or deep tilled at iiri$, it will 
be fo aftei?wards, ay till the Ley-Furrow be 
clifiblved ; and, which is a common Obfervation, 
exceedingly encourages the firft' Beginning of 
^eeds.- Thirdly, Ebb- Ploughing is recommen- 
ded, becaufe it makes the Furrows fmall ; if it be 
fmall it makes many Seams ,- if there be many 
Seams, there will be more Corn. And fo 'tis 
plain) by this Gradation, together with the fore- 
mentioned Reafons, how carefully the Owners 
bf fuch Fields^ ought to attend the ihtaking of 
them. 

' There are fome Farmers^ who, not intending 
to lay out theii: Infield in Grafs by Turns^ take 
only two or three Crops of Corn, and then pro- 
ceed to Bear. This is chiefly pra&ifed by thofe 
that have not Patience enough to Tpare theic 
Ground till the Weeds be fufficiently extinguifli- 
ed ; for they, ofall other Vegetables, are endued 
^j^itha very aftive Principle,- fo that, if any con- 
fiderable Part of them remain undifToIved, they 
wiU recover their former Vigour in a fhort Time r 
And therefore it will be neceffar^, to prepare the 
Field for Bear, to check the Progrpfs of thefe bu- 
fy Weeds ; however, he that hath mofl Patience 

Jfith his Gcound) hath the bcft and fureft Re- 
urHS. ' 

RULE 
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R y L E V- 

Ifftk Bm^ intend tp take iu bis FieU, qfui m 
Jia/$ fyiHgj let him firft frefare it for £ear$ (m4 

tbflt frefeed to QffH. 

TbeReafonof this Rule is, in fhorty thus, Oo^ 
T^s l^yiQg iO Gtzis does little or no Damage to 
the W^ecb ; and chereforet if the Fieljd be pk^h^ 
^npioe CorD^ tb^y g^ncr^Uy mal^e ttieiqfelvef 
Blatter^ with little or no OppQ^tjoa, wliich th^ 
Sear^ vfitk tbe Latenpfs of its S6aA>%aiid frequeo^ 
WwximSf doth in a great Mpafure pttF^ot. ¥icm 
itH this ^ind ought to be eaply dii^g'd, that thev 
isay impregnate the Mold before che Wintfr Fro/| 
mne on^ and ihould g^t the 6t^ P^tjKw ^oof 
1^ D^ of che Yeiiri tapi^EV? it itom ovccf 
i»ebQr0wth; 

Light MoldsUifcc^ W», fco«J4fecJfown witl| 
Uended Seed, becaufe, however they may be en^ 
wh^^wkhih^ngi there arealways a giMt ma- 
wy Parts which are only proper ^ioc nonriiliing 
lioaU Corn; and therefore^ aicho' we incline tp 
change our Seed frequently, yet we $nd a certaii) 
lp0f:^> by ufing.it altogether clean. And ^ tath^ 
Time of Sowing, we think the Beginning of th^ 
Seafon ihould 1^ taken, before the Gr^is make 
any Progrefs, or the ]>ought have toomucfit 
od^ufted tbe Moiflure,. becaufe thf Mold is tOQ 
upe to be pulv^ris^'d with the Harrow^, before 
^ Seed be covered ; and then the fmall Weeds 
hwcLtoo much Scope to «x«(t their Powers. 

ARTIQJ,6 



A R T I C t E iV. 
tht Method of Treating Out* 

THERE aft three Wiiys in Vik ainoog ^ 
cibieAitte up the Outfidds, vit. FoUit^ 
Htlivait^ or Patichingy ahd Dingiui. Of afl 
wfaich ih thtif Otder. 

Of Totii>FdLfis. 

Afoth-Foid is a Field indofed widia Dylai 
to kecpiq the Cattle in the Kight-ttnx^ 
and ibc fome Houts at Midrday, wli^ '^'^'^ 
tbeic Coofioeatent, d«t^ the Field, and quali^ 
i£ to produce Qcops conform to the IbJatine of 
the Soil* 

R U t E I. 

7ht Pieti vihich is ikfignei fir fbldit^ ottght ti ti 
fufficiently reftei* > 

By refling here is nieant;^ that the Field Xy tiS 
the Mold acquire Solidity, and <!ontrad that B»< 
dy whieh was diifolved by pteceeding Flooghing^' 
and that the Grar&-Roocs may be cxhauiled, vA 
tn-oaght up to the Surface. 

The precife Time of tying out cannot ht af« 
filmed i for, as the Weeds hatre more <A iefs uh 
fefted the Mold, the Reft muft be ptoportionabl|^ 
longer or fhorter, anddifierent Soills require ditfe^ 
tent Degrees of Reft: fot alcho', as wc have 
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formerly faid, there arc only three Origiaal Kindsi 
tof Earth, yet a vaft Variety of Soils arifc frorat 
the different Mixtures of thcfe conftitucri^ Parts^ 
and we commonly reduce them to Claj^ Sand, and 
%A^ Earth. 

The firft of thefe is defcrvcdiy reckoned the 
richeft, but (ince our Share of it is fo very fmall^ 
jind feeing it has been for fully defcribed by better 
HandSywe have no Occafion tofpeak any Thing 
pf iti but only, where any Part of our Fidds arc 
impregnated with Clay^ they are capable of pror 
ducing better Grain, and more Crops, anj, which 
is no fmall Advantage, require lefs Tkhe to reft: 
JPive Tears bding the ordinary Allowance to enable 
the Field that hach a competent Mixture of. Clay 
fo bear /w Crops. 

Sand takes the next Place to Clay^ altho' in a 
Auch inferior Degree : Nevcrthelefs, when it is 
mix'd with a Very littli of it, it makes one of our 
beft Soils; However, the Sand is not to be found 
alone, without light Eahh intermixed^ Which ii 
generally the Soil wp have^ and we ordinarily aN 
tow /even Years Reft^ and take four Crops of it.- 

R U L E n. 

Let the Field ie inclqfed with a Djke in the Spring^ 
and with fufficient Sap. 

tvery one knows t^c Neceffity of furrdunding 
the Field with a Dyke which he defigns to toth ; 
but the proper Time of doing this work is noii 
fo obvious. Competent Sap is fo neoeffaty a Cir^ 
tumftanoe for building Earth-Dykes, that, with*^ 
#HC itj the whole DefigQ is almoft difappointed ; 

ioi 



*for*H<?7 never fofien, but folko Ruin,'eitlier wheii 
"ftormy Weather ftHs otit, ar, which is worfe^ 
wlrcn Bcafts accoft them, they tfreic with very lit- 
tle Refiftance, but break through at once, and 
go diredJy to the Corns, and fy ctefifdy iiiorc thani 

Soffibly the Fold will produce i And, bcfides all 
HiSy when thefc Dyfces arc caft down, they all 
JEall to Duft, and lofe the Body, Which oar Groundi 
are too apt to do, when the Turf is evan digged 
with Sap, and bat:den'd with Summer Drought. 

RULE IIL 

List the Pold he fufficiemly foth^d^ and fi0t allowed 
to fioot'tfp ih long Grafs. 

By Sufflcieney here, is meant, i'UcK a (^anti- 
tf of Dung as will impregnate the Mold, and 
bring bii Mif and mote agreeable Sward; but 
being tfaUsiiiellowM and enriched, it will very 
teadiljr Ibocft (wit in long Grafs^, eommtohfy taJ- 
UA<}orsk. . ' 

This fept^tflti6tfsGro^*t^b ought to be earefut(y 

' pt'ivdnttdi by |>utting Beifts frequently into it to 

. tread li down. The IJarm of allowing Folds fa* 

• gorsic, is refy^ndeht ; Tot it exhaufts the Strength 

of thtDiHig,in nourifting that ufclcfsTraft, and 

deprives the Mold of its own Mbifture, while it 

hipdirs kfrota being fupplied by refreffiing Dew$ 

--arid Showers, which can get no Accefs to it, fo 

' !6it|^as it is dad with maflfy Grafs; and thusic 

fcontiniies i6 la^uifh, and every Day lofes a Pate 

-of the Ricfhes it received from the Cattle, until 

» the Wfhfer Froft puts a.Stop to the Grafs, and by 

' hi Penetration ma&cs Way for the Rain (ov^acec 

E the 
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the parched Mold. If the Fold be larg^ it would 
be very neceflary to divide it in more Pares, efpe« 
cially in a Soil where the Dykes produce Plenty 
of Corn. This not only makes fufEcient Returns 
for building the Dykes» but direfts the fieafts to 
dung the Field more equally. All which turns to 
.Account to the Owner, providing he puts his 
Cattle fometimes in one Divifioni fometimes in 
another, to fupprefs the Gorsk. 

R tj L E IV. 

Totb-Folds fioutd be broke up with (Aundant Sdp^ 

To underftand this Rute^ 'cisnece^ry to know^ 
that the TUh muft penetrate condderably iiito the 
Mold,otherwife it cannot communicate any Rich- 
es into it* Now, it is as certain, that the Influ- 
ences of the Dung can reach no farther than the 
natural or acquired Sap of the Mold makes Way 
foe it ; and, asNfoiflure is thus neceffary for con- 
ducing the valuable Parts of Dung into their 
proper Places, fo it is exceeding ufeful to unite 
the loofe Pares of the Mold. It likewife very 
much affifts the Ploughing, as it is recommended^ 
by a following RuU^ to be both ebb and tight ; 
and, afrer earingi it difpofes the Furrow for the 
Impreffions of the Froft ,• for the Pores being 
glutted with Water, the forcible Penetrations of 
It breaks the Surface, and raifes an agreeable Mold 
for the Seed. The Nfeccifity of which will yet: 
more appear, if we only refieft a little on the bad 
Eflfefts of dry ploughing; for there is fcaree. a 
Poffibility of making found Work of it; and then 
the Froft gets fuch di^ulc Acceis to (he PoJT^Si, 

thic 
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tbtt. it rery little difpofes the Mold. It likewife 
encourages Grafs and other Weeds» for fo long 
as the Drought: lafts, neither Grafs Roots, nor 
the Principals of the other Trumpery, are any wife 
decayed ; and the Mold ftill continuing kindly to 
thenij they thrive to Admiration. It alfo fofters 
that deftruftive Animal called the Toryy for that 
Infed, whether it be generated from the corrup* 
ted Dung, or be produced by the Indifpofition of 
the Soil* or whatever be their Oriiin^ Experience 
tf achetb^ that Drought infallibly prefervetb and 
nouriAeth them. 

RULE V. 

If the Field be naturally dty and light, or irewtbf^ 
it iviB require Frofi, and Abundance of Rainy to 
difpofe it for the Plough ; but if the Fold be xu/i- 
terijh, it ought to be tilled^ if pojfibky before the 
Accefjion of Winter Fro/is and Snow. 

The Reafon of this different Treatment is oc* 
cafioned by theDifcrepance of the Soils, of which 
wc fhall here give a Ihort Defcripcion. 

Dry and light, as we diftinguifli it from water- 
ilh Soil, is a Mixture of Sand and light Earth, 
and fometimes a little Clay, upon an open Bot- 
tom. If V the light Earth predominates in the 
Compofure, as it very often does in our Bounds, 
then, in a ftrifter Senfe, it dcfcrves the Name of 
light and dry. If Sand prevails, it hath mots 
Weight, and confequently entertains more 
. Growth ; and all our growthy Fields are flrong- 
, ly impregnated with Sand, and fometimes Clay, 
whifb gives it a Red or Tellowilh Tinf^ure, 



ponfom tp the Colour of the cooAict^em: B^rtf, 
p( both which there are various Degrees^ as they 
partake more ioc leSs of Swd or C^, or both. 
The Pan or JBottoii> is open, as we (iid : For 
althb' it be, £br moft Part, cxcecd'mg bard, yet 
it receives the Water in fach fime, that it hach 
no Leifure to canker the Moid by its Stagnation; 
and this is the chief Charai£):eriftick whereby it i$ 
diftinguiihed from eatery Soil, which, iho it be 
often a Mixture of the three Origiualsy yet it lies 
upon a ciofe and cauker'd Bottom, by Reafoa oC 
whtch the Water ftagnates, and occafibfts that 
Diflfercnce we arc now defcribing. 

Kow, as moderate Sap is very beneficial to 
this Soil, after the Summer Drought, both foe 
£Uing up the empty Room of the cankerM W9- 
i:er, which was exhaled by the Heat of Sun an4 
Wind, and alfo for conveying the Dung into the 
Cencre of the Mold : So, how foon the Sap 
grows exceffive, and the Froft aiid Snow have 
loofed it, the Water ftagnates and expels the 
t>uDg infenfibty, and again corrupts the better 
Part of the Mold. However, the ^immediate 
Hazard of the 'foth very much -depends upon the 
Situation of the Field ; for, If it ly on a Level, 
or be naturally fpottcing, it readily dellroys the 
Dufig at once ; but, if that Field have a tolera- 
ble Defcent, and the. Ridges laid down a little 
tound, it will preferve the Dung againft the firft 
i^ttack of Froft, but ihould not, if poffible, be 
ailawed z fecond Rencounter* This Soil is not 
dofpicable with us, and the more it partakes oC 
p/4y, it is ftiil prefcrablf, and, when well tothedy and| 
Osafonably ploughed, 'makes fufitcient tleturns* 
Only it is later in4:eaping than dry Ground^. but. 
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to: Qkake AmcMi for that^ it produces bcttee 
Grain. DryGtoundy as here defined, havins 
jfiueh a flrong.Mixtyce of //^fe Eartlj, and no na- 
tuml Moiftote, it recjuircs gre»c Pkntiy of Frol^ 
and Rain to make Wly for the Diing to perviate 
tbe Mold, and difjpofe it for the Fiougb. Heoctf 
|t i^ evident, chajt, in Proportioii.to the ^(g^Me/i 
of C4ie $oil> k will require marer Rain to re^de^ 
hifk it with Mpifhue; 

R U I.E VL 

Vfe^b-Rlds mght to h ploughed ekk and fightj at 
the firfl Oropy c^nd ^tprwMtds a &tk diep€ry If 
fucc00divg Ones. 

The Re^fefotis bf ebb ploaghing, at iotakuii^ 
arey to retain die Dung as near the Surface as 
pofliblc, that the Seed may not only be planteii 
m the richeft Partof tbe Mold, but that it may 
be moce frequently fupplied from the Vicinity m 
the Dung, and that a good Part of the Mold^ 
may ly undiflfc^ved, to nouiiih the foHowing 
Crops. Tight ploughing is aUb a very necefTary 
Circumftance, at firft Crop, for two Reafons* 
The firft, to facilitate the following Tillage : 
^or, if Ley-Furcows be rough .or ill laid, it is 
not poflible to makeeven Work afterward, unlefs 
the Plough ]:each the Bottom ofarhe Mold, which* 
by theRule^fbould not be done till tbel^Crop, 
if the Field have a fuificient Deepnefs of Earth, 
and can be divided into fo many Parts. The Qr 
thcr is^ to prefenre the Mold in flea^rt, dfor tough 
Furcows require fo much of Harrows to break and 
(mooth thenij tbac itdiflicartchs theFidd at once. 
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The ocxt Thing recommended by the Rule;. 
is, to let the Plough a little deeper to every fuc-r 
ccedmg Crop, until it reach the PMf which is air 
So agreeable both to Realbn and Experience ; foe 
It fumiipies i]%fli Mold to every Seed> and it bu^ 
lies the Roots pf Weeds : For it is well worth, 
the d^ferving, that the Weeds go no farther than 
the Plough) but are terminated by the BottOQi of 
laft Furrow. And therefore \\s a Piece of very bad 
Cbnduftto plough deepatfirft, feeing the Growth 
and Increafe of Weeds fo much depend upon it ; 
and, which is another very badConfequence, that 
it fo ^tfbeartens the Field, that it will hot bear 
tlieoi^inary Allowance of Crops. Or> if it be 
torn and rent with Plough and Harrow, to foitce 
It to perform the Task which its cruel Owner has 
aj^ointed, it will require much longer Time to 
ly in Grafs than if it had been duly managed at 
iaft intaking. And it is a certain Truth, alcho; 
little thought of, that more Mifchief happens to 
die Ground from bad anc| untimeous ploughing; 
than from Want of Dung to fertiliw it. And the 
fame Seafon is generally to be followed in plough- 
ing the reft of the Crops, as at the Firfl : For 
vateriih Ground ought to be tilled betwixt wet 
and dry, becanfe the one Extream diffolves the 
Body of the Mold, and the other turns it into 
Mortar, by the treading of the Cattle, If th^ 
Field be light and very dry, it fliould getFroft and 
Rain before it be ploughed j for, having very little 
Tenacity of its own Nature, it ftands in Need q£ 
all the Water it can contain, to confolidate it& 
loofe Parts; and i[ it be inclined to Tory-eaty it 
ibould be turned over as foon as the Plough ciMi 
5offibly enter the Mold after frofty W?»*^^- •^ «, 
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I" R U L E VII. 

If the Fold-Dyies be cafi down at allf it fiould ii 
done immediately befere fowing^ exceft the Field 
he dry and lights and free of Growth ; iu zohisb 
^afes itmaybedoneanyTjmeinlVimer* 

The Rea(bn of keeping up Dykes folongt t^ 
tp prefervf the Tiirf from Rain \ for whatever 
Kind qi Ear^hthe Dyke is made bi;^ there an: 
great Quantities of Water extrafised from it bjr 
the Summer I)rougbt tiovr^ as the ^Tiirfs ace 
iiarden'd, fo there are many empty Spacer oc 
fmall Por^s left, after Eidiialation of that Saqp 
y7herewith it was built^ and by this Means ic 
receives cohfiderable Advantage^ for the Mdd 
is thereby united, the fuperfluous Water^ toge- 
ther with other o&ilfive Matter, is evacuated^ and 
the kind Influences of Air and'j^ews have free 
Accefs granted to occupy them. Now, daily. 
Experience teacheth, that if/ the Turf be apcH 
ied to Winter Rain, after it is thus difpo&d by 

. the Drought, it will foon give Wav^to the if- 
refiftible ImpreiHons of Water, ana coafmenq: 
asdiftempered in its Condition, as itwaswhogi 

. it Wjas cafi up with the Spade, fiuc as there if 
no Rule without Exception, fo it happens here ; 
for^ if the Field be dry and light, and free o£ 
Growth, the Dykes £hould be cafi down i» 
Winter, (o as it may receive both Frofi and Rain e 
And the Reafon of this oppoiite Treatment, istoi^ 

^ preferve it from crumbling into Duft, and fortii^ 
It from the Impre^ons ot Drought. For altho' 
the Turf, poiiibly) receives fome Benefit from the 
Summer Dtpughr^ fo as to defiroy the Vermine 

widi 
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^ith iii^hich that Soil -is iiifcfied, and the Mol4 
barcienedy if the Dyke has been buil;: with Sap^ 
yet the Lofs thit ic fuftain^ ftoth being caft down 
immediatefy bfefdtt fowing, is more than fuffici- 
^nt to totinterpoift the fotmer t^rofit : F6t being 
a Soil that eotififts^ iat the ittdd Part, of 4ight 
Earth,, it is by no Means tenacious, and, . \i[hen 
the Harrow is zpplkd to it, if chmtbks into 
Daft, heither h it able to rciSft-tlfeicry Begin- 
ning of Urtfught, nirhich fttflcs thfc Brier abd« 
the Time of Stotfcing ,• fo thati ihftcad cif Corn; 
nothing is to befeen bnt ufcle£i Trampery, atid 
tcry m^n empty Shins. 
' Aithd* thete atifes confidcra6Ic Profits fioicL 
the Dykes, fo that they tompiibe as great Prodba 
^om thfcm, at firftCrop, infome parribuiarSoi^^ 
as from all the reft of the Fold, unlefs it be* ve- 
iy well toth'd 5 yet it dcfetvcs to fje tonfidcrcd, 
whether there would not be more Advantage id 
make lai'ge Folds, and build fubftantial Dyk^, 
and atto^ them to ftand altogether : For, it we 
reckon the keeping of the Com within theiii from 
"BeaftSi ' during all the Crops, the (ponvenicney 
of an Inblofure^ after the Corns are cut down^ 
and ^hen the Field is laid down in Grafs ; and, 
if we take into this Account the Winter Hain- 
ing, which very much betters the Soil, nobody 
will be at a' Loft what Way to determine in 
this Matter. 

* There is nothing can be objcfted, withReafdn; 
^againll; it, but the immediate Lofs of what wai 
cxpeftcd in the Growth of the Dyke; but that 
Diflfculty is Ihortly anfwered, by adviflng td 
btfld Dykes acrofsthc Fold, this wijlfupplytlic 
Lofs of the ^uter one^ and' enable the Ownet 

t** 
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• io dung his Fold both fooner and bettet, fo that 
there can be no Excufe to defend that vulgar Er« 
ror^ of eafiing down Dykes. T 

RULE Vril. 

"Tie Fold thus, prepared^ as JooH as the Seafon fets in 
dry, proceed next to fow it with proper Grains 

If the Soil be Clay, put white Oats into it ; 
if mix'd, ufe mix'd Seed ; if light and dry^ fow it 
with fmall Gorri. 

It is an old but very true Maxinij that Ex-^ 
treams are vicious ; and, in the Cafe of fowing^ 
it holds literally true, for the over-doing thisi 
Work, eichejr as to the Time, Quantity, or Qua-; 
iity of the Seed, will be very detrimental* 

The proper Time of Sowing is betwixt wet and 
dry ; for, when the Moifture is too far exhaufiedi 
the Mold pulverizes with Hartows, before, the 
Seed be covered, which makes it too agreeable 
for the Weeds. If the Sap be too great, it is 
more dangerous^ and the bad EfFeds thereof va*-^ 
rious ; for it fwelis the Seed too much, and chills 
the Principles of Life in it : Neither does the 
Mold rife with the Harrows, whichgives a very 
great Advantage to the Grafs. If Froft happens 
after wet fowing, it is ftill more noxious to the 
Seed ; however, particular Regard is to be had 
to the Nature of the Soil, fonie requiring (o 
much Sap to difpofe it for the Hatrowj as would 
utterly ruin another. 

. Of the firft Kind, arc all light and fandy 

Fields, efpecially after the firft Crops of the laft. 

Kind, arc Clay and waterilh Fields ; (ot, being 

F oppoflte 
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bppo^ itk Quality, they gentraltjr ttqobitdpp^ 
ficc Seafons. Thete is a tbtrd Kind, that se^ 
quires a middle SeafoiH neither wet nor dry, toe 
nor early ; and jto this Divifion are reduced, foe 
Che moft Part^ new bvdce^ up Fields, and grow** 
thy, by which is meant, thofe that are infefted 
imeti Grafs-Roots. Soineare fa miwaty as to kc 
this lail Kind ly titt it had ^letie, ^i» ttey ima« 
gined, its Growth, and then apply the Harrow, 
thinking thereby to demoUii it by Strat%em ; 
Imt m diisthey are utterly deoetted, for, itoncc 
the Grafs has tecovered the Wintet Strefs, an4 
begun faiffy to^ exert it&l^ it will not be intheit 
Power to croffii the Growth with Harrows, with-" 
6ut running imo as great Inconvroiencies^ even 
breaking t& Body of rhe Mold, and enconragmg 
many other 'Weed$ as well as Ghrafs. 

Another Error^ may be committed in the 
Qaantf ty, or giving too much or too litde Seed* 
ITthe Fields be iigb^ and djy^ too much * will be 
more dangeroas than too little, becaufe the Lofr 
of thin CtiOii is, HI a great Part, made up by rhe 
Number and Goodnefs of Grain in each Sta& i 
and then there is very little of the Seed loft, bf 
Rea^ of the Warmnefs and Drynefs of the 
Mold: Whereas thick fowing is attended with 
more and worfcCircumftanoes^ for, befides the 
Lofs of fuperfluous Seed, the Brier fprings up 
h thidc, that it extrai^s the whde Mdilucci 
and much til the Riches of the Field ; and^ un<^ 
kh ft be continually fupplied with very (eaiona* 
ble Showers, it will foon be confufed with Num« 
berS) and chdc^d with even moderate Drought; 
and, at all Events, it will produce but fhort Fo- 
liar, and weak Gtm. Another Lo& flows fro» 

this 
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tids foice of III Condufi) is^ tfatt k (ooq incat-* 
pacinu»s the Field ftom beacing, becauie it de- 
pti0cs'tfae M<4d 4>f its Riches all at ohce» and 
gi9«s tiae Grafs^Roots Opportunity to repo&fs 
tfaemftliM ,* and tbnsy we lee, ^^?ewdiy a&cr a 
dtougbty Xear, the Field all ^io'd over with 
Grals, which cannot be eradicate with Profit^ 
till the Field be again M^BOtc laid down. But, 
w4iea Corns ace thin, thcfeflfer Weeds get Scop^ 
to exert themleives, w<iich,tho' tbeygrpw up, 
wtdi cbe Cornss hairetheir proper Seafons where*^ 
in theyi>egtn to^ecay ; and bydit Fall of tlieir 
Bloom, and tbe Help of Air anid Dews^ affift chc 
M^rid, and giw Stop to the Grafs. 

It is plain then, that, of tbde two Extreams» 
tirin ibwing Is aaoee eiigifate tiian tiiidc, in light 
Ground; but in Ciay^ or oold Soil, die £H*e&s; 
of thick fowuig is accompanied with little laorc 
Danger than the L^s of Seed ; for, altho' the. 
Bder come up very thick^ tbe Mold is not there-- 
by ditifalred, and will fiill he fiippiied from tha 
Bottom, with Sap fufiicicnt to bring a compe^ 
tent Share to Perfedion. 

A third Miftake is frequently committed, in 
the Kind or Quality of the Seed, wherewith the 
Field is ibwn, which is taken particular Notice 
of by the lafi: Part of the Rule, where it dire^s 
to fow Clay with white Oats, niix'd with mix'd 
Seed, and tight and dry Mdds with fmall Coins; 
and, indeed, we ha?e no other Way jkft to di-^r 
red us, in ap{dying proper Seed to our re-^ 
fpe&ivc Fields, but only to oonfider tiK Natura 
&( the Soil, together with its present Condition 
as to Riches or Poverty. For akho' it be almoi^ 
an Axiom in Agrifculauie, tbe richer the Fields 

Icflfci 



L 3^ J 
\tk and cleaner Seed will it require yet a Mi-j 
flake, in adapting it to the Soil, may reader thcf 
Labourer's Pains ine&dual ; for^ as amoti^ Ani- 
mals, the oppofing of Nature by piomifciwus 
Mixtures, produces Monfters, fo the Mifappli*.' 
cation of Seed brings forth Dwarfs in the vegcr*. 
table World. 

Thus, it feems, white Nature is kindly endear 
vouring to bring all her Produd:ions to Pcrfe&i- 
on, file is deftitute of proper Materials^ whcrcr 
with to cffcft her Deiign ; So, we fee,' when the 
Seed is inferior to the Soil, its Offspring will ap? 
pear more clean, but lefs profitable, on Account 
i)( greater Quantities of Refufe, and more that) 
ordinary thick Hull, becaufe the Redundancy of 
Nutriment, which it receives from the Mold, afr 
fimulates it to the Soil, but cannot poffiblv altec 
the innate Qualities of the Grain : And, tor the 
fontrary ReaTon, if the Seed be too clean for the 
iSoil, it is ftarved for Want of Supply, and, con- 
ftquently, degenerates into a dwarfifli Kind, 
tfeithcr^greatnor fmall, 

R y L E IX. 

Let the FieU get a^ much of harrowing^ as raije a 
competent Mold tQ cover the Seed* 

This Rule as much recommends Cautiqn in 
liarrowing, as the laft did prefcribc Mediocrity 
iii fowing ; and, indeed, fixtreaiDs here are e- 
qually hurtful, and generally tend to promote the 
fame bad Effeds, For, when a Field is over 
harrowed, it pulverizes the Mold too much, an4 
Miakcsit an indulgent l^^rcnc of Wepds, and^, 
- ■ " " "^ fopfcquen;- 
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^nfequently, fiends that Vigour in nurfing 
them, which fliould have been apph'ed to propa«- 
sate the Corns, and alfo the fmall Pieces of 
Sward/ that are torn ofF by the mercilefs Har--^ 
row, do again take Root, and cover the Field 
with Grafs ; fo that the Corn is thereby reduced 
to occupy but a fmall Share of that Surface, 
which It was defigned to repleniih. 

Deficiency in harrowing leaves the Furrow 
too entire, and the Mold noways fufficient ta 
encourage the Seed, nor yet to check and cover 
up the ^oots of Weeds; fo that it will be ne- 
ce(fary to raife an agreeable MqI4 upon the 
furrow, but not to proceed! to fmooth it fur- 
ther, altho* the Surface be'rough and uneven. 
It the Seed-time be fo wet, that the Field can- 
not; be fufiicif ntly harrowed at firfj:, it may gee 
a little mpre, even after the Brier is appeared. 
For when that Machine is dragged up and 
do\yn the Surface of wet (Sround, it pulverizes 
it too niuch, and, by the firfi Drought, the Field, 
is all overrun with Cruft, which ftiflcs the Seed, 
and marrs it with Weeds, unlefs it be relieved 
vith the Harrow- 



ARTICLE V, 
Of Fallowing pr Fauching.' 

THE next ufual Way of breaking up Out- 
fields, as it is marked in the Beginning of 
t\iis Method, is what we commonly call Fauch- 
itig. which is the plowing dowp of a Field, with 



3EM^ to tot tbcSnrard, and eipofe the fiottoni 
•I die Furrow to tbc Ifl^^reffioa of the Vjf'ea?^ 
tfaer ; wfaich^ by its Vicificudes of Ifett «id 
C^i^ wee afid dry, extrads the Canker, and fic-i 
pktti&es the Mold with more proper Jutoes. . 

R U L E I. 

^PleU^ thais irokenfif Fallaw^ nqnirH im 

When a Field is ploughed down in Spring' 
mA bath Hen in that Pofture thro^ the wholci 
Courfe of Summer^ the Rule; direfts to turn it 
over again, partly to relax the Stiffiiefs of the 
Furrow, and partly to bury the Weeds, and turn 

g> a frefli Mold to the Seed, and keep in the 
rowch and Increafe of Weeds till the Winter ' 
Frofts begin, which^ in their own Seafon, are ve- 
1^ benefidal for killing Weeds, and other noxi-^ 
^Mtf DiflemperS) fuch as Vermin, Canker, (jc. ' 

' R u L E n. 

JteddiJB Ground fiouid J^et the fir (i fbrrow in tit 
EiU of Apnij cr in the Mmh af May^ 4be iuxt . ** 
iu September. 

The Reafon of faiuhit^ in Spring, is, becaufe -A 

the Mold, at that Time, is not only furnilhed 
with as much Sap zs allowed the Plough to en« 
tcr it> but likewife it is releafed from theTyran- ^ 

By of Grafs-Roots^ by the poweriful Influence of 
pieceeding Winter Storms ,- and, by O>nfequcoce| 
fenders iIk ploughing much eafier, andaffiftsthc 
tender Mold to prefervc its Body. 

' But 
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Bui V9ltiA reddtfk Gtoiittd is broke i^ too taur 
IjiV or Tcxf wec^ at witt b;^ eifily ovcreoeiciipidi 
r^fnv .aod Growdi,. to which k is ftroei^ iiir 
dined. And the Reafon {eems to be, that wet 
piaaghkig hindets the Swacd ftom rottic^ and 
occa&iDS tbe Froft to penetrate farther into die 
Furrow >- that again iadiflolvcd with the £triQ wacs 
Showers,, and becomes vctf foon pregpant wkk 
tbc nati« Weeds o£ the Soilf. which can haM&jf 
be checked till the Fidd be agatn laid <down im 
Grafs : So that,, when the Ruie prdcribes tbt 
Month of AAy foe fanching, it is ai much as e<i 
fasy, that it &onld not be broke up iboner, 4md^' 
if it be very wet, it maybe referrecl to ^Fdm. 

Tbe Reiafon of giting the (eoood Furrow hi 
SefUwAir^ 1% bccaiw: the Growth of the Year is 
aimoft over, and the Weather generally pretty 
iiry, wluch ought to be much findied, when wc 
Bake Qioice of a Time for pkmghtng onr Fandh, 

The Soil we are now treating of, is^ a Mktnue 
of tbe three Origimdsj having lefs of the£rft twa 
Aan of the thira. It requites feven Tears ReS^ 
and will bear Mm Cropi after Fallow. It H 
fown with final! Corn, nntels when: the Clap piKr< 
Joannes it tbeCempofiiioo^ 

RULE III. 

If Oi tkU h liglit 4nd dry, the Wimer Ttnm 
wiM be nme fuitatle for breaking it uf^ and dm 
Mimth cf Scpccmbtt f$r admmiftrmi tbe feaoui 

This Rule difers vafBy front the former, an4 
h fiomided on the fidUowing Reaibos. Vvii^Ug^ 

and 
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and dryViclds are gencraUjr thin or ebb of Moldj 
and fo.clofely united to the Pa»y that nothing lejs 
is fufficient to difpofe it for the Plough^ than 
iWinter Froft and Rain. 

This Plenty of Water, wherewith the Field is 
then furniibed, i& neceflary for preferving its loofc 
Parts from Diflblution. .^ And if it be objefted, 
that wet ploughing will produce Weeds, and, by 
Confequence, deftroy the Benefit of the Fallow, 
we anfwer, That that Sentiment is diredly con- 
trary to Experience ; and the Field is £o far from 
being^ damaged by the Inpreafe of Weeds on the 
lirft Furrow, that it is much bettered^ by all that 
poffibly can grow in this Soil. 

This AfTertion, however paradoxical it may 
feem, is fupported by Reafon, as well as taught 
by Experience : For the Grafs or other Wceds^ 
which grow upon the firft Furrow, are fo fUghrly 
rooted, and fo fmall are their Fibres, that they 
do not at all feparate the Mold ; and.it is 
highly probable, that they attraftand retain^more- 
of the Nitre of the Air, and benign Influences 
of Summer Rain and Dews, as well as fcrcen the 
Mold from the parching Drought of Summer. 
Keitbcr will wet ploughing hinder the Sward 
from rotting, becaufe the thirfly Mold and open 
Bottom foon exhauft the fuperflubus Water ; So 
|hat nothing remains to impede the Ferm^entati- 
on, more than if the Field had been broke up iik 
Drought. 

it would be a confiderable Advantage to ligpt 
Soil, that it get the fecond Furrow with contpc- 
tent Sap, both to affift the Tillage, and preferve 
the Mold from crumbling ; and therefore the Rule 
dm&s to apply the Plough^ when the Length of 

. » the 



Ihe Kight does naturally influence the Earth witK 
Damps, atid difpofe it to retain accidental Show« 
crs: Howcvtr, it may get the laft Furrovir a litde 
before^ or cirenaft^r Septemtkr^zs the Owmer feet 
tnoft convenient; providing it be done vi'itb Sap. 
This Sbil ii made up of light Earch, and but iiittk 
Sattdy Ihduld be fbwn with fmail Com, carry on^ 
!y two CropSj andfliould ly out froen Tears; 

R U t E IV' 

Sandy Fields ought to be dry fauch^d iti May of 
June, and ploughed uf for Seed in Aujguft, and 
in dry H'eathir. 

By Sandy Fields Here, is idieaht, i Mixture o£ 
Sand and light Earth, where the forlher is the pre^ 
vailing Principle ; and the Reafon why late fauch- 
ing is here prefcribed, is, to prevent Grafs and 
Sorrel, to which this Sofil i^ ftrongly inclined, 
^hen it is broke tip either early or wet. If the 
.Summer prove rainy, thefc Weeds will get Foot** 
ing, altho' the due Time of fauching be obfer->* 
ired; and therefore the Rule advifes to tin it over 
again before Harveft, when the brought gene-^ 
rally prevails i hue if the Seafon be rainy, ic 
l/irould be convenient to fufpend the laft Furrow 
till the approachiijg qt Winter Fpft. ^ 

Altha there be ho {uch Thing tti be founci 
with us, as a Field of pure Sand^ except at the 
Sea-Side^ yet there ate two Kinds of Soil which 
we call Sandy^ as bein^ principally made up of that 
(Original. Thp one is a rough big, intermixed 
#ith (fnall Pebbles ; the other a fmairfoft Sand. 
The fitft is proper for fauching^ being lefs incline 
: ^ G ed 



cd CO Gta(s» which is probably occafioned by the 
Stubbornnefs of the Mold. Some of this Kind^ 
providing: it Ijr very dry, and, cdnfcqiientty, have 
Uk Growth, if it be fully relied, will yield tolc* 
r;d>le locreafe with only one Furrow^ which it 
ftould g^t when the Mold is Very dry. But the. 
Succefs of the Crop much depends upon a drop*- 
ping Seafon^ becauie it wiU be eafily choked with 
Drought. 

The other Kind^ which isjtmdl Sand, is fitter 
for mhing, becaute it retains a little more Sap^ 
and, coafeqtiently, admits^ more- readily the> Im« 
prciBons ot* the Dung^ and is not fo eafily over- 
heated by the Ardour of the Sun^ to exhauft the 

• One Thing is, worthy of Obfervation, that 
Sandy Fieids'Sipiild be late mb\ becaufe, being 
a porous Body» and naturally warm and growchyi 
they footx entertain the Communications of thQ 
JDung; whereas, if they be early mh% they 
ihoot^ut the Whole into ^Gfmk, by vrhich Means 
theMdd ismiore diiheartned than when the Cat-» 
tic entred the Fold. This Soil is fpwn with as 
£nall d^ as can be procured^ and carries mt 
Crops. ^ 

RULE V. . 

Watefifi Grdtmd mi¥ ^^ ^^ fauch^d feftpfxf we^ 
. and dryy ajter Oat Seed^ and as ^ight asfaffiBhi 

the fnofd Furroyj (hould be given in September^ 

and yiUh mederate Saf. 

iBy watqrifh Ground bore, is mean^ znAx^ 
ikQ^ generally inclining to a Ugjbt Soil| upon • 
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€hfe Bcttm. And the Reafbn of prefcribing a 
middle Seafoti,fbr>reaking up Fields of this Kind; 
i$y that too mnch Sap hinders the Sward from 
rotting, and the Canker, that's inherent in that 
Soil, firom being extraded with the Sun and Wind : 
For the firft Drought or Frofi that happens, after 
the Field is wet ploughed, difToives the Surface 
"^into a fmatl Mold, which intercepts the Sun 
Beams from piercing the Centre of the Furrow^ 
and, confeqaently, prevents all the Benefit that or« 
dinarily happens to Summer Fallow. 

The other Extream, to tu/V, dry fauching^ is 
to be carefnily avoided, becaufe it interrupts the 
Plough, Q) that 'tis fcarce t>QiCble to make tight 
Work, and it paves- the Way for the next plough- 
ing to pulverize the Mold. And for the fame 
Reafbn it is, that moderate Sap will be neceflfary 
in adminiftring the fecond Furrow. 

This Soil is'firter for folding than fauching, be:^ 
caufe 'tis not only foon diffoived by frequent 
ploughing, but 'tis likewife fo obftinate, that 'tis 
little mended by the Fallow, unlefs it have a pro- 
portionable Mixture oi Clay ; but it makes bed; 
Keturns with Dang, when it is feafonably laid 
lipon it, altho' the Manure be of itfelf very 
coarfc. It is often fown with mixed Seed, except 
it be of the worfe Kind, carries only twoCxops^ 
and Ihould ly /even or eight Teats. 

R U L E VL 

j(f a Fteid h'cold and canker d^ or overgrown vUtb 
Reesk^ Tear old Fauch wiB agree befi. 

; The Fields that gouoder the Denomination of 
i(/^ and canhsrdf do generally ly on a clofe Bot«. 

tom^ 
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f oiQ^ haylog many Anall Springs or Iitd; Vyms of 
of Water continually burfting through the Pm^. 
which, by their Stagnation, lour the ^old; find ^ 
if the Springs be Mineral, th^y corrupt the wholQ 
Strata pl^'^rth which thpy p^fs through, and 
tin^ure the IjAold: with tjic ^olpur o( tfiat l^ia^ 
with which the >yatprs are impregnat^.d. 
' It i% trpe, there ^re fever^l Fields reduce4 tq 
the Category of fold and f/utW^ that have no 
vifible Springs in them. Bu( t(ien that Difiemper 
is either owing to the level Situation of the Field^^ 
ivhiph, with the clofe Bottom, retains the Rains 
that fall from the Clouds, till it be again ex<-, 
haled with the Sun and Wind ; and thus is the 
Field inevitably cankerM by the Water^s fo long 
Continuance in one individual Station : Or elje 
^here is an inexhauftible Fun4^ of \^ater lying too 
near the Surface of thf Earth, Vhifh, altho* inii- 
peirceptible to human Eyes, is fiill (ending up 
Damps to the fuperjacent MoM* 

Whoever confiders thi^ fliort jpefcript^on^ will 
teadily ponplude^ that Fields of this fCind reauira 
more Tjme to ly in Fallot, than thofe of a driec 
and more tavoprablp ^ituatiQn,becau{e thpy tak^ 
more Time to draw out the Canker by the Im« 
prefl^ons ot the Weather^ as well as rot the tough 
pward : And therefore the Rule very juftly pre- 
Ifcribcs Year old Faucb, tfiat iu to let the Field 
ly a ^rhole "^ear bptwixt the fjril j^d fecond Fur* 
fows* 

' The Month of -^/i(^w/? is generally r?fkoned tht^ 
proper Tinie for breaking up Fields of this Sort ; 
^ecaufe the Summer Drought has exerted its 
grcatcfi JFqt^ w 4r<iwing o^it cankcr'4 Water ; 
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aD4 tine Sarfoce; for moft Part^ is then ^tyi 
which venr much contributes to rot the Sward. 

; The Molas of cold Grounds arc very diflfe- 
rent in their conftituent Parts; fome are made up 
oiClay and Sand, fome of Sand »nd li^k Earth, 
and fome have a Mixrureof the three Origm^/r; 
but all agree in that ill-natured Quality of cold 
9Qd canker'd. 

Altho' our Fields will not admit of frequent 
ploughing, for one Crop, without breaking the 
Body, yet there are fome Pieces of cold Clay Soil, 
which mipht poflibly be rendred more fweet and 
mellowy m its Qonftiturciop, by ploughing it 
more Kcqucntly ; but we purpofcly forbear to 
we^dle With that Soil, left we jQiouId feem tq- 
move excentrically, and therefore fiiall confine 
ourfelves within our own Sphere, which^ as wc 
declared at firft, Was only Hazely Ground. 

Cold Fields reqpire longer Reft than wouI4- 
be cxpefted from fu^b a fturdy Mold^ becaufe, 
when 'tis once qfiade teiider, 'tis good for no- 
thing ; and, if it be broke up before it be fuffici-* 
cntly skin'djit moulders down at firft ; and there* 
fore it fliould be allowed to rctu|:n to its native. 
Sward, whether it be l^Jbes or ^esk intermixed 
vrith othet Grafs. 

It is commonly fown with mixed Corns, an4 
fometimes vrithlVhiti Oats; at other Times^ 
with what we call Barley Corn. It will ordina- 
rily bear tbre$ Croj^ an4 foq^etimes/wr, whej) 
v:f;U (eftcd* 
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ARTICLE VI. 

I Of PUNGtNG of OuTFIEtDS* 

THE third ufiial Wayo£4iipofiii^ of Oat« 
fields^ for producing Corn, . i$ Dwtging^ 
whkl), When duly prepared, and Crafoaably laid 
&a the Field, wiil anfwer cbNs Defigns of Agricul^ 
tme as well as any of the former. 

RULE I. 

Ttbe ttetdy whkh is defigneii i^ ht dunged, ought t^ 
be fufftciemly refied. 

^ There 19 the fameRetibn (or prefcribing com- 
petent Reft to the Field that's to be dunged, as 
if it were to be ^folded or fauch-d ; for the Mold- 
bach as much, if not more Need to be fecured 
againft the Efibrts of the Grafs ,• becaufe Dung 
ieems to be more favourable to Growth, than 
either Totb or FaBmv. 

Only, if the- Field be waterifii, it may be 
fooner broke up, with the Dung, than tallow.' 
And the Reafon feems to be, that this Soil 
hath but little Growth, and, confequcntly, turns 
foener folid in the Mold, which is all tha^ 
is neceffiry to qualify itforJQung: But Fauch 
requires a fogged Sward^ which takes mucblong- 
cr Time to reft. 

^ RULE 
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R U L E II. 

^A^y Soilfu^cimfy refled wiUbe imfnveu ^jDii^ 
V3ben rightly chofen^ hut the mofi prafer Soiijir 
making the Returns of it is vmerifi. 

Arty Field, that'^s not yet rich enoug^b^ wtllfe^j 
improven by Dung ; but great Care muft be ta- 
ken to adapt it to the Softy otherwife the Owner 
will be difappoihted in the Returns. Groimhy 
Ground ihould . g;et Ume^ or elie weU mixed^MC 
ilrong Dung ccm^oiod of difiei;ent Ingredients^ 
If the Field be Sandy ^ fat lEarth may be applied 
with good Succeis^^becaufe^t 4othnormi)(li c^ 
pen the Mold, nor encourage the Weeds, to which 
that Soil is ificltneid^ to v^it^ Sorrd and Grafs^ and 
it is not- fo dangerous in Time of Drott^t^ at 
ilronger and lighter Dongsu ^ '\ 

li the Fields be light ana iry, it fiiould be pljed 
with the moA poaderqnsand tenacious Duog that 
can be procured*' (iv:h as Clay and wei^y 7utf^ 
pr^ared in the pink of Dftce-Hoiifes. 

But, of all other, that which. WfWwmOfJ}^ 
€Z\tvoateri[hClr(mn49 doth not only tA2kt the bdk 
Returns^ but is more eafily impto?en: Fon any 
Superinduftibil whatever, whethjsp: it be ptepiMd 
Dung or common Earth, or even Beat-Drofsy wi3 
difpoleit for Produdion. The Reafon of .whicdi 
feeras to be, that the whole Mold, being can^- 
ker'd with ftagnatc Wateg and'^humid Wpours 
that afcend from th6 Pan^ baffles all the Endea^ 
vours of Air-md Dews to amend it^ while aloiipi 
whereas any Dong^laid on the Surface^ freely fe- 
i^eives theigr kindly Impceffions : A«d cb« Soilltfv* . 

IDg 



ibg nothing of Growthin k to ezhauft thcTim^ 
jOl the Subftancc of it goes to enrich the Field ; 
and fo far are the Damps that arife out of the 
Bottom fcom cankering the Dungy that they di^- 
n&\y affift it to enrich the Field, fooner and more 
plentifully, by fupplyiog it with that Moifttire 
which is neceiTary foe conveying the Dung into 
the Mold. 

R U L t iir. 

Dung ought to hfripdred with froper Mhcturis^ t*^ 
fore it be laid on the Fields 

The Defign of mixing Dung^ is to make \i 
ferment and rot the better; for daily Experience 
teacheth, that a CoUedioh of Bodies, endued 
with the fame Qualities, maintain a perfeft Har- 
mony, and confequencly obviate the Fermentati-^ 
on, which is the jarring and firuggling of diflfe- 
rent Bodies thrown together in the fame Heap; 
Kow 'tis eertain that Dung^ thus prepared, i$ 
by far more efieftual to deftroy the Weeds^ and 
fertilize the Ground; for 'tis not, generally, fo 
much the Labourer's Defign to thicken the Mold 
by his Super-Indudion, as to redily the depravM 
Difpofition of the Soil, and fo to temper its 
ConftitutioUj as to make it anfwer the Methods 
of Art. 

ft U L E IV. 

ffoufe-Gooding fimld be tniiced with Turf, And, if 
there be nothing but T'urf, then mix it with Lime ; 
ifebat eanmt be got^ jmtcombuftibk Ttnfon thi 

Top 



, 3^ 4 the pungbil,. and redm thai id jtfiiJl 
] vAich will readilj influence the Whole. " . 

As the preceeding Rule enjoins the hurfing ol 
Dong, (o this prcfcribes the Ingredients where- 
with, as well as the Method to be obferved in 
doing o£ it. 

, Hmfe^aodingy by which is meant the Bt- 
crements of Horfesi Nolr, and other domeflick 
Animals, (hoUld be mixed with Tivr/, becaufe 
they are too lighti or oyer hift of themfelves, foe 
910ft Kinds of Our Soils ; and therefore fiand in 
Need of the Solidity of Turf, to give them a 
proportionable Weight, and moderate their ex^ 
(T^lSve Heat. 

Xwf without Mixture^ is generally too pooc 
a^ Manure for the Soil, and being of fimilac 
Qialities, does not much ferment, and fo requires 
longer Time to rot than i$ ordinarily allowed to 
DunghilSy . and therefore fhould get Lime^ oc 
fome other fironi Ingredient intermixed with e- 
very Stratum of Turi ; but, if that caniuit be had, 
the burning the Top of the Dunghil will, in 
cteat Meafure, fitpply the Defeft of Mixture, 
for the Smoke or Fire will pervade the whole 
Heap, and the Alhes will fo operate upon it, as 
(o make it fit for enriching the Field whereupofi 
it is laid; 

RULE V; ) 

7ie^ Spring isfittiftfor making of Diingbihy and the 
. "turf fhould be cafl^ and expofedto the Weather, 
fome lime before. 



,: IB^ the Spdn^^ we mcati'the Mfontb of Mdf } 
(oT, Bltho^ the Tttrf be digged in the Beginiung 
c£ March, it will require to beexpofed to tte 
we«Hcr for fome Months, to extradt the Wa\cr 
and other Canker from it, and by that Means be- 
bettcc difpofed to Receive, into its empty Pore$/ 
the Influences of other Mixtures* It would not 
b^ amirs to pur the Turf into Rickles^ or fifiall 
Heaps, or they may be built in thin Dyke^ t(P 
dry and' wither them, for the lefs Sapi thatV kft^ 
it & ftiil the better. Another Reafon^ why wtf 
cdtidefcend upon the Month of Afoy for maiingf 
Gompofirioas of this Kind, iSf becaufe the Sun be- 
ing near his grcatcft Altitude^ does more eflfe- 
dually draw out the natural Moifiure of the 
Turf, that it may be repicmflied with more 
proper ^ices j and the Warmnfefs of the iiSr^ 
*rhich generally commences from that Time, vc-^ 
ry much haftens and feconds the Fermeiitat^ 
<idn« 

RULE yi. 

It ivill Be proper ta turn ever the Dunghit in &irifti 
nier, te mix and rot it tM better. 

As great Care fliould be taken m ai^dring ud 
Dunghils, fo no Pains is to be fpared in briri^ 
ing them to Perfeaion ,• therefore this Rule^ 
with good Reason, i^omffitends to turn them o- 
vcr when the jarring Parts begin to fettle. This 
Adi^iec, hbwever fuperflttoUs it tixz.^ ftem, is 
tteverthelefe very benefkjai to^arHs a due Prepa-*; 
ration of Dung; for the turning and backings of 
Dungbils breaks the ftitf Turf, which is cau in 
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jfX %ll4lC0g(;thct whole^ and To ineotporvct ^c 
'different tn^t^dmts^ that 'every .IParc of it will 
t)e equally good ; ahd befides^ thcioo&ng q( it 
in that hot Seafon pccafions a new lPermeQt;ati« 
on, which contributes very much to bring ^C 
Dung to the laftPeffeaiod. 

RULE VIL 

fh Dung wght to he hid on the Fiel^ in the fyd 
vf Aiigufi, or Beginning of ,Sc|jitCfnbcr, /gid 
flougbei up Jor S^^ in Witt$er\,i^jk^fonffet$nt 
' Sap. ' '^ '■■ •" ' '. ' '•* 

The Reafon dF laying on the ^u^g, ^(o Ipqg 
before Tillage, i^.that it may haVecpnveniqpt 
Time topcneti;;wei|ic'M9ia, fn^[f?fl(l up a new 
Sward; jwhich,"when Jt appiars,;is a fure Ip^i- 
cation th^ the FielcTls in^fjffic ip J?nrich^d 
thereby. However, it rcgflir^s fwrtimUr Cauti- 
on to chufc the proper ^imc for "this Work ; fpr, 
if the Dung be fpread upon.tl}ib Surface of the 
.I;ield in Time of Drought, it ]will fppn be 
.muchexhaufted by the fuflden E^alatiopsof tfie 
Sim and Wind : But, it the .Own^er will h^vc 
Patien9e to defer till the Drought ablate, and 
.die Face of the Ficl4 be watered with moderate 
. Shpwers, he may perform Els Bufihefs with 
^ much better $i.icfefs. 

yhere js another, Caution given bj the Rulp, 
t)iatpught;tp be carefully obfcrved, wh/ch is, that 
tfiejpung ou^ht hoc to be laid on thelfield too 
Xatly/j^tpcrwife the jyholeStrength pf'it will Ije 
;fpcnt in (jfTikf before tljc Growth of , the Ye^r 
l?c cow, and !'the Winder JFrpfl$ fJCf^h to 
' -' " "* ' check 
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yieck Its Progrcfs. Notwithftanding^ if the 
Field be ill skin'd, that is, have many bare In-r 
terftices betwixt the Parts of the Sward, it ought 
ito be early dunged, that the Defers thereof 
may be inade up by the Growth of the Good-- 
ing. ' 

Thi: next Thing tpcommended by the Rule, is^ 
%o plough up the Field for Seed, in Winter, with 
tuU Sap. Tl^is Advice is generally neccflary iri 
almoft all Soils, Becaufe that, if the Grafs- 
Roots be not wafted before Tillage, thie Plough 
will not kill them ; for, if they ly dormant a 
."^f bile, in the Dead of the ¥ear, they will fpring 
up afrefhy how foon the Extremity of Winter is 
over, which, in a great Meafure, defeats the De- 
fign of the Husbandmaq. The fame Method is 
generally to be obfcrv d, in ploughing of dung*d 
Fields, as' was prefcribed in Toth-Folds, viz. 
that they fliould be tilled ebb and tight to firft, 
and ftill deeper to fuccceding Crops, ay till we 
reach the Bottom of the Mold, and for the fame 
Reafons which ate already given in the Arti- 
- de of Toth-Fo|ds. There is^ indeed, this re- 
markable Difference obferved in waterilh oold 
Ground^ that tho' Froft and Rain will foon 
expel the Toth of this Soil, yet it will notcafi- 
ly fruftrate' the Eflfcfts of Dung; whether it be 
that the Toth is of a Quality top refined for 
fuch a backward Mold, and therefore unable to 
maintain its Station, when the f^ores are again 
glutted with Water ,• or whether the Dung, be- 
ing more in Subftance than^ the Toth, is capa#- 
ble to inibibe more of the Canker, with which 
this Soil abounds, and yet be able to fupply the 
* Seed with Tufficieht Nouriihmeutj; we fiiall not 
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.Peremptorily determine. Wh<en the Sward of ^ 
Field, is very old, and Tufts x)( Recsk intcrfpcr- 
ifed, it may be ploughed immediately after it is 
dungcdi and providing it be dry and ebb tilled, 
and fufficientfy harrowjcd, the Dung will get 
convenient enough Accels to the Seed ; for the 
dry jrfowiijg will free the Mpld of Canker, as 
well as rot the ^^^I'd ; all whiql} contribute to 
caufe tlie Field return the Labourer's Pains. As 
to the Time and Manner of Towing and har- 
rowing, it is the fame with that of Toth-Folds 
upon the like Soil, with this only Ditference, 
that^ the coarfcft Grounds require better Seed 
when dunged, than i( they had been toth*d, 
which \s probably owing to the many folid Parts 
of Dung, which is far fuperibr to thp Toth, 
for mixing and confolidating light Grounds^ as 
/well as meflpwing and enriching the. coarfer 
Kind of tu^Wz/J Soil. 

By what hath been faid on this Subjeft, it is 
.evident, to any who have .but the leaft Rcfleaion, 
'fiOM^ neceflary this Improvement is in the.pre- 
rfent ; ^ndif we add to the Accoupt, the Benc- 
. iit that Pofterity will reap from this Induftry of 
their. Forefathers, it will, np Doubt, breed an 
Emulation among all good Countrymen, who 
Ihall outdo one another in this kind Office to 
, their Defcendents. For, as tlie worft Soils can 
be cured with right chofen Dung, fo the Influen- 
ces of it remain longer than dther loth or 
Fallow. 

We have ftewed already, that 'tis preferable to 
Toth' in feveral Inflances, in fo far as it is more 
effedual to mend coarfe Soils ;for the future, and 
^raw moso Incr<?afe from them at the prefent; 
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§nd is for Fauch^ it is in all RefpeOtf inferior to 
PuDg, feeing it adds np Benefit to the Soil for 
jtbe future, but only extorts, as it were, by. Vio-? 
jknce, irhatcvcr produdive Qualities Providence 
1^ bcftowed upon it : And, if wc look into tlic 
popunpn Way of managing,Husbandry, efpecial- 
hf in tJiofc Parts, where Nature has been Icfs lir 
j^ral of her Favours, wc will have ;uft Rcafoh 
fQ reprove the Inadvertency of fo^e, in befiow^ 
jiig their Labour without any Profped of an 4- 
^fle^uate Return^ and condemn the inhuman 
Pra^iQC pf others, for wounding, fo unmcrcifuj- 
j^y, the Sides of our comrapn Mother, Earth, 
without ever offering any Medicine, there is np 
£x€uie c^ti be mde to illeviate the Severity of 
t\d$ Cenifure, except it be the prevailing Hur 
4)fiour of Landlords, in exacting what they poflibly 
po of their Dependents, and they, as the Phrafe 
IS, mufl put at the Ridges. However, it were a 
,fer mftre equal Way, for Maftcrs, to allow their 
FeUowrCreatures a reafonable Subfiftance, theic 
Jjin^Sy in the mean Time, being improven, as 
jwcU as greater Juftice done to their own Chfl- 
.Aeii, to fucceed to a thriving Tenandry> iand a 
well managed Ground. This would be a fure 
,Way to raife a more plentiful Fortune, ami 
.trantoit tfieir Memory with more Honour to 
^oftcrity, than the heaping up a Store of'Mo- 
jpcy, by thofe l^eap^ that have fuch an Affinity 
Tto lExtOKtionj and feldom enrich the third 
Heir. ' 
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ARTICLE Vlt 

Of Hauohs. 

IN PmfvMtt dr 01^ IkGgpi ^HfiacmV^ 

mean the ChJmOn PuWy &i;kt ly c^ish t^ Sd^ 
of Rivera afnt Bcdoftsf ; add £hliy g^eraSy #& 
fend to' thif M B!^ o» dflbf Gtotm«l 6(dtii 
di^ Watc^SMs*. . ^ 

There ixc ftml^mt^kdl^hft i\\iSSeaxi§ M 
the Coibpofitioja of their rei^^ve SQit> and Md^ 
thod of treating theM: 

The 0r0 St itf Acfltiik^ Soif,- iKade tiff di 4 
ixii Mixcare of Cla^ zHd S^ ikif dicpi iii 
piffes utidii iHi ttkiSc of Skiictf HtHtght. ^ 

The ftcim itcU SdX coiK^&d of 0A6F HA 
Sani, imetMi^ ^itK OVi, t«rhich gd^^ fa^ ilH 
Appellation' of Aro^f iMtiht. 

Tht imiU S fit S6ii, Midc tip of StUi itti 
Ugm EarWi mi U terisltir liiBt aAi mHi^ 
HiatgBi. ■ ' 

THt fSuHB eohfifti chMf of SaOit 4»ftl H 
Jtoo'^n ^ m tieii6nAtt:itm of Drf miagHn 
Of all vrm^i ifi th'dit Oriel'. 

The Ihrft a&'d bfcft Kind df .ffi>^»/^ is a fine 
m&WHi 8«fl, fhade tip of Ci^ and .Atti^ 
#«»y dief^ 1^ the Mixtiire ii fo exa^y p^opoi<^ 
€m-Ai iSkM neith^ ^ thass draw to Elcefi* 
JMj f^ that ^atbhi ijia!t«» HMttni fittixmi^ 
fme^m in Cora or Grifs. 

Th^ dicigl* id fy Ji%'e 6rjk Teirs in Gttft, r<* 
iil^bfi^ Iftfii f6» hitimt up/ kml Wil^ &<^ f^ 
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btfix rich Crops^in Proportion to their Rcfti Whcfl 
they are to be broke up, it may be done in Jamdry 
or Februaryy that the Mold may be made pliable 
to the Plough by precceding Storms ; and the 
Changes that happen in the Weather, after Ear- 
ing, extraft any Canker that arifes from the 
Bottom, and difpofe the Field far the Harrow. 
They ought to be ploughed, for other Crops, 
at leaft fome Days before fpwing, that the 
Drought may draw out the fuperfluous Moi- 
fiure, and harden the Surface which rifes ia 
Clods with the Harrows, and preferves the Mold 
^om crumbling or breaking with the Horfes 
Feet, 

There ar^ fome Pieces of ththt^jftaughs of 
this Kind, which, without Reft or. Ma:nure, oc 
any other Method tjian common labouring, are 
kept in Corn every Year, without Intermiffionj 
but they are fituate fo low, that the River ot 
Brook,. on which they ly,. overflows and ftagnates. 
upon^them in Time of Speat, leaving a eertaia 
Gum to fertilize them, after the Return of thd 
Water into its proper Chanel. However, *ti$ cer<6 
tain, that even this Rind would make better Re* 
turns after Reft, becaufe the Grain Would be 
much ftronger^ and the Mold more capable tor 
refift the Violence of backward Seafons. . 

The fecond is a tolerable Mixture of Clay and 
Sandy but impregnated by fome neighbouring 
Mineral, which, with its level Situation, renders 
it very cold, and from which it derives the Name 
qilromry. This Diftemper in the Mold has a greac 
Influence on the Sward^ and makes the Grafs thao 
arifeS from it, much coarfer than that of thefqre-^ 
mentioned Soilj but hath not near fo great Im*s 

prefllofli 



^efion upon the , Grain that grow^ upon it. 
For, if the Fitld be duly retfed arid feafonalriy 
ploughed, tttwe/wttl be little Difference in thi 
PrdditA. But; Tfi^tt) tc rfottd, that this Soil it 
more obiiOxfous to the Harm of hadc\vaTtl Sea* 
fotis, and more difficult to manage in ploughingi 
barrowina aftd draining ilt tcqixhcijivemfix 
Tears Reft to eftatle it to bear jifir<? or fixYtt'^- 
Crof); and bught to fere ploughed; by all Me^n:^^^ 
*arly> t^t the Winter ^ot may cxtirad the 
Canker, 4nd diflfolve the ovcrtenacious^ Mtrfdj 
and bcfides, it has fuch an inhettnt Wtttieft^ 
^hat 'tis fcifce afceeffible by the flourii, la:fttt 
the Weather breaks in the Go of the Tear, till 
it be paft Time 6i labouring fucfa I^ieids, .with 
any diie ^rcJfoeft of Return. /.I 

The tfiird p6il that^s foutid ift Houghs. is ta^dc 
up of Sdnd and /^*f Earth,. \;^hic]h, altho'ft gc-i 
lierairy ty hear the Brint:, is not much fub^ td 
Witer-Wa{hi becaule d( its te^ and level Sittrtti-^ 
on; the Vicinity whereof to tfre Chanel, cahnoe 
taifs of fupplying it with .Xi'dAure, ei^^eti ih ''the 
greateft Drought ; and, hat^iiig ati open Bdrttom^ 
fs exccedittj^y fattened, both by the Water bt- 
kiw, and the £)ews atid Fogi, that are fo.fre-^ 
quenc inall l^latesrwhete thetc 1$ 4 CoUefiioft of 
Kfw A.t^r - ** ^ 

This Soil is often foiind in Atiail Trafts; a*' 
fong * Ac Water-Side, or in Cfeeb, where the 
Water hasforrfietry had toCfc'anel, and the' In^' 
curfion of the Flood* upon the bther Side, is thd 
iole Canfc of its being in this : f Or when the 
Water invades the one, and wafhus it away,, iV 
never mifles to dlfcharge* on the och'^rSide, what 
ft brings along; folliat^the Soils' being midd 
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up of thofe Bodies^ that fall accidentally jntd^ 
or arc hurried down with the Scream, its con- 
ilituent Parts xhuft be various and lights an4 
this is probably the Reafbh why it is more 
proper for Grafs than Corn. It ought to \j fer 
wn Tears, and cai;ry three Crops, or at moft 
fiur; for, being growthy zs well as lights it ii 
loon difTolved with the Plough, and, when once; 
it is niade tender, it returns to its natural Produft, 
which fiifles the Corn, and renders it thin of 
Roots, and thick of the Hull. It ought, as well 
as the two proceeding Soils, to be Town With 
clean white Oats, and when it is luxuriant with 
what we call Barley-Corn, till the Weeds begin to 
get rooting, but after that with Homel Oats. 
, The Time of |>loughing is immediately before 
{owingf which we commonly call. Out the Plough 
and in the Seed i for *tis generally thought very be- 
neficial to the Seed, that it be caft in, and the 
Field harrowed, before Rain fall out, which wa- 
(hc3 aWay, as is believed, the Nitre of which 
the. Mold was poffeflcd. If the Weather be dry, 
fix Hours lying, betwixt ploughing and fowing, 
will be fufficienc to draw, out the cold Moiflure. . 
The fourth and worft Kind is what we call 
dry Haughsy which, altho* much inclined to 
Growth, yet they never yield any Plenty of Grafs; 
and what grows upon them is exceeding dry : But, 
when they are prepared for' Corn, they produce 
pretty good Grain of the Kind, which is always 
mix o> and that more or lefs, i,% the Soil partakes 
otclay in its Compofition^ 
, There are various Degrees or Kinds of it ; fomc 
of almoft pure Sand zndChingle, iipon a dry Sand, 
ff^phingle Bottom \ Others With a little Mxmri 

of 
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Qf Clay^ iupon a colder Bottom^* which is eafily 
4ifcoverefi bvthe Swards for it abounds with 
final! Pdidock Pipes. 

The Difference among the reft is principalljr 
owing to the Proportion ofClay that happens to 
^e intermixed with the Scfnd. 

There are three Ways of breaking up dry 
Efdughs^ viz. Foldings, Fauching^ and with only* 
one Furrow^ without either Toth or Dung. 
^ The firfi is certainly the beft, when ic can be 
afforded ; and the Dykes ought to be early baiki' 
before the Growth come up to the Surface, |ind 
fliould be caft down immediately be^fore fowing, 
to preferve them from Rain ; which, being thus 
ufed, will produce more plentifully than the reft 
of the Fold, ^nd maintain the Advantage even to? 
the laft. Crop. 

If tljp Owner cannot afford Toth, it will be 
yrotth his Pains to build a Dyke* on every Ridge, 
and plough up the Remainder by Way of Fallow 
about LammaSi and till it over again, for Seed, in' 
the Month of Af^rcA, 

When drf Haughs are to be fauch^d^ it ought to 
be done either before the Growth take Place, or 
in the End of Summer, when the Grafs is de- 
cayed, and, if poffible, in dry Weather, to pre- 
vent, by all Means, its returning to a new GrowchI 

There are fome who have tried, with tolerable 
Su9cers, fmalland ebb Break-Fur, inftead of Fal- 
low, which they do before Harveft, when the 
Field is dry, and plough it over again about 
Martinmas. 

The third ufual Way of breaking up dry Haughs^ 
is, with only one Furrow, without Manure ; and 
this may be done any Time in Winteri and as 

ebb 



cbb^s pQflai)lc>rfirft, but afterwatd? ? Utti? 
aeeper, until you advafice to aR c^wal %ar^ 

Therp is great pilRculty in ^rawing aty tole- 
rable Increafefrom drjHaugk; but the^nn^ipal 
Meaps to bs> «fc(t, is fumcient Reft, which, A^ 
iSieraliy oeglcftedi 'for Pcqplc think» that thre§ 
5r four Tcarsj lying i« Orafe, when it iUhnqatty^ 
fleccsd as batf 4s BeaAs can eat it, is tuffident tq' 
qw^ it iQt inuking. A»th9' it.i? cettairt, that 
fcm Vcaw is as Uttlc as p*n be aUawft^ ;. and," 
during that Ti5K» all th? Manure 'that cin b€ 
l>roeof<;d, fupb as cleaning of pitches,' which ofr 
tsu 1 Y near tfaofe' low Grounds, ifhould be laid up- 
^ the bateft and thineft Parts, or it may bc^i^iv 
thercii into a Dunghill, and applied tq thfe Field 
bpfore break^jg up. , . . w 

TbcrcL arc two or three Pire-Jkions whicb agt??, 
to Hai^bi of aB Kinds, pirfi^ they ought tO ly 
tiH the Sward be fogged, before they be broke up, 
idly. They fliouldnot be ploogted fodecp a^ 
Haz^fyGrtun^ buKqnJy get an equal fquare Fur- 
row, and fct upon its Edge, bccaufe. When thq 
Bottom is raifcd with the Mold, it kiUs the Seed 
committed to it, and cortu|>ts the Mold witli 
which it is mixed- ... . ^ 

' ^dh- Havgbf ought to be dry harrowed j Wc 
altbo' they be wft ploughed, a dry S{;ed-,Tim« 
will prevcnctbc Hanp th*t might arif^ fegm the 
ploughing. 



ARTICLE Via 
Of Laigh§. 

THAT whiph falls.n6it under opr Confide- 
ration, in Courfe qt Hasbandry, is Laigb 
Oraund; but becaufe all the Law fields that have 
heed taken in, either from MoiTes or Marifiie^^ 
. go under the general ]KAme of Laigbf^ we (bail, tQ 
avoid Confufion, diftinguiik them into $urmr 
lanJSi and One fiir Ley. The latter of wl^teti 
we fhall make the Sublet of our prefent Aoimad^ 
Vf rfion$, and refer the other to t^ treated on ihix( 
Article. 

Of One FyR L^r. 

BY Que Bir Lej^ we mean all thofe hwBelds 
that have no Mofs left in the Surface, or 
elfc a fmall Share, which only ferves to mix with 
the other Mold> and are broke up with only one 
Furrow, without any Preparation, by Dung or 
Burning^ given antecedent to the ploughing. 

Qne Fur Ley is again diftingui(bed into three 
Kinds, all dieting in the Quality of the Soil, 
and Manner of treating them. 

Firft, A daichy fat Cfay. Second) A light Mold, 
Upon a hard ^ottom, inclined to Thiftle. Third, 
A mix'd Soily upon a waterijh Clay Bottom^ natu- 
(rally producing Ruihes. Qi wl^ich, in their Qr^ 
^r- 

The firfl is a proper Mixture pf the three Qri^ 
gittuls), where the Clay hath tl^e Afcendant in the 
^ ' Com- 



Cdmpofition, but fo cxaftly proportion^, that 
the. Mold f s iieichcr Icofe nor ftiflf, frofn which 
it derives the Name or daichy or mellowy^ and, 
(confcquently, is exceeding . fit bpth for Corn and 
Qrafu .•.'...: 

We generally allow four Years Reft to this 
Soil, and take thru ov four Crops of Corn; 
Tfaofe who keep their Ground in Heart, take oq- 
Jy three Crops j for altho*^ the Soil be good, it 
inclines much to Grafs, when it is freaucntly 
ploughed. It may be broke up before, atter, or 
in Harvcft, providing the Mold be pofTeflfed o£ 
only moderate Sap, but fhould not be referr^. 
till the Winter Storms have glutted it wich Wa? 
ten It is always fown with clean white Oats, . 

The Second Sort is called a light Mold^ bcr 
caufe, in it, the light Earth predominates, and 
the Bottpip is ^id to be hard| becaufe it is aU 
ways cither Rocky or a very poor Sahd and Chin^ 
fk. Both which, meeting together^ do cherifli 
the Thiftle^ to that Degree, that the Field re- 
quires to ly out five Years, before the Root of 
that ftubbprn Weed be decayed, and bears only 
i^bree Crops, until the plaguy Thiftles have re- 
pofiefled themfelve? of the Mold. Ic fhouldlbe 
ploughed about Mariinmasy when the Mold is 
Fully replenifhed with Sap ': For, being exceeding 
light and Idofe^ it requires Plenty of Rain to raifc 
the Mold from the Party and unite irsdiffolving 
Parts. It is fown with broakM Corn. 

The Thifd KLind* of One Fur Ley is, a mixed 
Soil, upon a waterijh Bottom^ aoff, for the moft 
^art, is made up of the '^Aw Originaliy where 
ibmetimes one^ and fon^times another prevail 
»u the Compofition ; But as it accedes or recedes 

'from 



from Clay; it is, in Propoctton,: more ct Icfs va- 
luable, and' requires i'Timeto'Jy fuit^lc to the 
prevailing Principle an tKc Spil; rSo that we can- 
. not condefceftd Upoh a tertam NtomtJcf of Years, 
but only, in general, to allow the Rulhes to de- 
cay, before the Fielfl be broke up: f'or, as loog 
as they contifme in Vigour, they dr^w out that 
Moifture and fertiliiing Influences, to nourifli 
themfelve^, Tiirhich ought tocoiifolidat^tbe Mold^' 
and difpo.ft it for iqtakjng. • 
- When it rs broke up^it fliould be ploughcfl| edr- 
fy, to w/f, in Juty or Augufi^ that the Sun arid 
Summer Drought may extnaa* tJjc fupcrfluous 
Moifture and cankct'a Water frftrti^ the Furrow, 
and thereby difpofc ft td receive the Impreffiotis 
of Air and Dews which help to rot the toughr 
Sward, and atfo ttake Way for the Froft to pe- 
netrate farther, land pttform^ its Part more eafily 2: 
For *tis thought, that the Winter Frofts affafib 
the Furrow ho farther than the Drought has pre- 
vioufly influeftced it in Slimmer, 

The Field iOiiould be cai^fillly drained fbmc, 
confuknrable iTime before irfotighkigj and the 
linctln* Places cxaftly level thereafter,- to prefctve 
the Ridge from flagnate Water. 
^^^ It will cmyfive or fix Crops after Intake, pt<^ 
viding it be duly rcfled before. It may be fowa 
^t firft with Homel' Oats; b«t if:tbe Field be 
rich. Barley Corn will thrive better, until the 
Mold b«gin to Ibfe Hearr, and then it will bo 
proper to few it again witli Countty Cora. 

Article 
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ARTICLED 

« 

Of Burnt Lands. 

THE iaft of ovit Fields which remains to bt 
coniideited[» i$ JBurm JU^, by which wc 
mean a maffy SttH, that ftands in Need of Btffmng^ 
to fiofieethedifi^tcot Kinds of it into theii: rcfpec- 
live Produftions. 

Td accoaht S^t the Pbihfipby of this Piece of 
Husbandry^ is^ no Doubt, a i^b^cb abpvc tb« 
Mttmoii Keachi afid therefore may \m efieeme4 
Arcogadc^ r in any .under gProfeifbr of that Sci^ 
tncc, to detecinioe m Aich a; hiddai flatter i yet 
we hope they, will allow us only to mention th^ 
rade Notions chatoccor to us, fubmitting ouif 
&ivts to be oorjrt(Sted by better Judgments^ and 
efearer Heads. r 

Bibfsy then, without Mixture of other £artb| 
is, of its own NatufCi altc^ether baneny anieis 
hbtbwnL Now,, the, Ti£k&, of yurning is pro- 
bably this, that it evaporates, by Hsat and Sm$ke^ 
die whtik Part, which reqders it to9 light ,- that; 
it exhaufts the glutimus Quality, which makes it; 
voey tetUKhus; and that it colleds naore Salis to 
affift t^egetatm. 

There are fife Kinds of Fields that ate broke 
up with burning. . The firil, a daithy fat Soil, to 
be ploughed and b^mt before Harycft. The fe« 
cond, an IroH^t S9i/^ to be brnm aad ploughed 
in Summer, and fird again before fowing. The 
third, a fiickly Mofs, to be ribb'd, burnt and 
laughed in. Summer. The fourth, a drojfy deep 
Mofs^ inclined to SomL to be twiQe burnt. The 

fifth, 



ififth, Ii5 Mh}s Blown upon Sard Ground, to Be Hbb'ci 
iand iurnt in Summer. 

*. The /r^ is a Mixture of Mofs, Sand and light 
Earth, lying on ft Clay Bottomy from which the 
Mold receives fuch Rkhnefs and Fatnefsy that it 
ScfctvcS the Name ot daibhyi There are three 
Ways of treating dakhy Burnt Land. The firft is> 
to plough three Times about in the Middle of 
the "Ridge, and fet the third Furrow iA Heap$ 
fen the Middle. Then plough up- the reft of t»hc 
Ridge, which being done thro' the whole Fi^M^ 
they muft proceed tofre all the He^ps, and^aftei: 
being reduced to Afiesy they are cover'd iip <;ate-^ 
•fully till Oat Seed, when the Heaps a#e fprcad 
over the whole Ridge, and the Field fownf*wtH 
Bear, or Barley Corh, as tht Owner Ihafftliinft 
"proper. • . \ • - ,./. uirirv 

The fecond Method takfti with Fieldis of this 
Ttiiid, is^ to Hb then! fmall, fet 'them in Heaps, 
and then fire them, and, being burntj the J!^hs-ixt 
'immediately fpread out, and allowed to ly tiB 
'the Field grow green with t^ct&y it which Ttmfc 
it ought to be ploughed ifp for Seed. THetc i* 
one Thing to be obferved in Hurning^ and thatis, 
'to do it as nearHarveft as poffiblej for, wheh'rii 
done early, f he Strength of thp Ajhes is exHSgift^ 
^cd in Gonk. . - - 

Thie third Way is, to {plough fhe FielcFdeati 
tip in Augtift ot September] ind k-cfcr the BuVnin^ 
till the Drought dt March ov April, aridtheh'^tis 
done by Kindlings, or cmbujiiiie Turf, ^ft' an^ 
prepared the Summer before. Thefe are'fet in 
imall Heips, at three or four Paces Diftaiice,!on 
•fcach Ridge, and, after they art fully feindlfed^we 
covcr'theni up with Earth off the Middle of the 
K Ridgej^ 
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Ridge^l iod repeat it as ofteti zs the Fire ap2 
pcarsy ay until we have Competeocy o£ Aflbes tp 
fprca4 over the Ridge, which is imitiediatel/ 
4lonej and the Bottopi of the Heaps lightly del«^ 
ved» and the Field fown in the tot Afies. This 
i^ no Doubt, the bed Way, when Kindlings ca4 
be got, becaufe the warm Afies are more nourifin 
ing to the Seed> than cold, and the Grafs if 
greatly fuppre£[ed, b)^ pairing the Surface to co- 
vet tl^ Heaps. It will carry a Crop of Bmt and 
two i^Oois, and (hould ly out three Tears. 

The fecHid Kind of Burnt Land is much of i 
Piece with the former, as to its conftituent Parts; 
fo that the Difference feems to ly in the Bottom^ 
which happens to be replenifhcd with the Ore (^ 
fome fiei|^boudog Mineral, that impregnates the 
whole Mafs, and difcovers itfelf in a prodigious 
Pefea and Sterility of Grafs. 
^ It abounds fo much with Canker, that it puts the 
Owner to a dpuble Charge before he can have a 
competent Return ; for it muft be turnt befom 
fowing, as well as when *tis broke up, which is 
done b^ ribbing it fmall, and Burning it in Heaps^' 
which is fpread over the Field, and allowed to ly 
till the Field b^in to grow, and then ^tis plouglv; 
cd up for Seed. 

It ought to be burnt With Kindlings before ibw^ 
ing, as wdl as the former, and will carry a Crop 
of Bear, and fm of Oatsi but if it be not plied 
with Bre a feamd Time, it will bear only two 
Crops of Com, and Ijfive Tears. 

The third is called a fiickly Mofs, becaufe it iif 

all mix'd with Cr^ps o/7r^fr, which, in old Time» 

.had grown in that Ground, or have been acci^ 

** 4entaIIy earned into it^ It requires two Fur-^ 
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jr ows; as well as the left ; tor 'tis firft nWAi^md; 
fome Days after, when it is dry^ we pat Fir^ '»- 
to itt which) with a favourable Gale^ will^ in a 
Day^sTime, over-run a whole Fidd, with little 
or no Help. And how foon the Fire is extin* 
guiflied,it is ploughed over again pretty ebb,and 
thus it lies till the Seed .Time. 

It is fown with broaltd Corn^ and carries only 
tne Cfopi; until it lytm Years a^ain in Gift&. 

Some People burn it again before fowing, and 
keep it in Corn every other Year. And the Rea* 
foo they give, for fjueezJng the Field at thtsRatej 
is, that it grows very little Gra(s mbsn iz lies 
out. 

Tkc jfourtb i%deep Mofs^ with Drofs on die 
7ofy which naturally grows S^rreU and, afeer tbne 
Years lying, the general] PraUke isy to rib it in 
Skimmer, and run it over with Ftrtj then give it 
a Break in the Rib, or that Part which^he Plough 
did not touch at the laft Time. Sometimes tlus 
is again burnt and ploughed, but it is much bet* 
ter, if Drought happens in (ktt Seed, to turn it 
then, and fow and harrow it dire&ly. Ic ;grows 
only JmallCorn^ and bears but one Crop after 
burning. 

The lafi Kind of Field that is broke up with 
burnings is hard Ground^ lying at Mof$ Sides, 
upon which the frofied Mofs i$ blown with Wind 
in the Spring. 

When the Field is well {warded with theMy>, 
which it will be in five Years Time, it is ribb'd 
finall and ebb. If the Season be droughty, and 
plenty of Mofs, it will run Ftre. It otherwife, it 
muft be fet in Heaps, and burnt in that Shape,' 
and the idjbes fpread over the Qeld. Which 

ibould 
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O0uld be alldw'd tb gcow wit|t them, and then 
tiH'd over as ctjb a$ poffible, with wmpeterit 
$api ?nd bcforc/Froft. happens, .It ^f fown with 
JmikCorn, and cjirjifs tw Crops. . 



ARTICLE X. 
Of the Pofture pf Ridoes. 

AFTER having confidered qui: Soil, and laid; 
down proper Rules for managing it, thac 
out Method may be more compleai:, w? come, ia. 
the laft Place, to give Directions about the Pp- 
ftuTefin which tide Ri^es ought tp t>e. laid in our 
dififercnt Fields It is true, thisipight havcj- 
been done, in fome Meafure, while we, were treat- 
ing of the other Parts of Agriculture; t>ut, 
when we confidered how detrimental; the Igrip-. 
ranee of this vety effential .Art. hath been, we. 
thought it very.wcllr.deferyed a parti^^lar Place, 
that it might give the Miod a fironger Imprel^^ 
fion of its Ufefulaefe, and guard againft deform- 
ing of Rrdgss,. which has been th^ $putceof the 
general Decay of our Outfields. 

[ ■ . . Kv L E j.[, ..; 

JDry Fields ought to be kept as level a^s poffible^ 
' without E%c€^i6» of Infield^ Qkt fields or Haughs. 

»f 
There ate fcvetal Reafops to rcconamend thft 
NecefSty of this Rule ; for it preferves the Mold 
fjrom finking, either by frequent ploughing, PC 
phe penecratiogJnjlueaces ot Summef Prpiigl]ti; 
w. ;•:. ' for 
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Ipr, being equally deep of Earth, and the Surface. 
pi the Tield even, it retains the Moifture much 
longer, and is better difpofed to receive refrcfliing 
Showers and Dews, as well as retain its own 
Moillure, which^ not only furniflies Nourifh- 
mcnc to the Produd, but eycn feeds, and thick- 
ens the Mold. 

A level Pofture aljifis the ploughing likewife^ 
bccaufe the Sap, which ought to prccecd the Til- 
lage of fuch Grounds^ is looner found there, and 
the Furrow falls much eafier from the Plough ; 
wherea?, i( thtJ^id^es b? laid out high, there is 

i' rea^tcr Difficulty in laying the Furrows, and the 
>rought has fo hardened the Mold, that it is in« 
acceiOTible by the Rain, till the Froft opens the 
Pores before H^nd ^ and it is almoft incredible, 
how dry the Middle of the Ridge will be found, 
even after the Froft has exerted its utmoft Force, 
which often obliges the Owner, either to plough 
up his Fields dry, or to wait the Sfip until 
it be out of Time to labour them, which i§ an. 
inevitable Lofs, as Has been abundantly domon- 
ftrated. The cxaSObfervatiori of this Rule 
will alfo forward the harrowing, - becaufe the 
Furs being better laid, fewer Strokes will be ner 
ctifary, and ^rofs harrowing will be eafily per- 
formed, by Reafon of the level Situation of the 
Fielii, \yhich raifes the Mold fooner, and pre- 
fervcs the Clo4 more entire, than when the Haf- 
i:ow is dragged up and down the fame Way. 
. Now, to follow this Rule, we muft gather and 
cleave alternately, or, which is the fame Thing, to 
begin always at the laigheft Part of the Ridge, 
and gather to it to make up that Defed ; this 
differs widely from the PraAice of many, which 

; ' • '•- •• ■' '• ' • • • ■ is. 
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|S, to gather twice or thrice, without any Regatd 
to the former Pofture of the fudge. 

Now^ ^cis certain, this iis^ an effcdual Mean to 
tain Ground, and the immediate Produd chere^ 
of; for the frequent gathering brings the izt 
greareft Patt of the Mold into the Middle of 
the ^.iJgf, which in rainj^ Seafons fends forth 
more than it is able to bring to Pcr^eftion ; and. 
|p Time of Drought, \is choked for Want ox 
Molfture ; and^ at the faipeTime, acotifiderable 
I^art of the Braes, being depriv'i^ of the Mold^ 
l^ing forth notbiug worth the Pains; fo that> 
I>etwi3tt the two, the Crop is much impaired, 
if either is thi% all, for the If nevemiefs of theSa-* 
pcritce Qxpdks it to the onmerciful Drought, 
vhich thins the Mold, and daps ft to the Pan. 
This erroneous Conduft does likewife retard 
the ploughing, for the thin Btaes, that will fcarce 
hide the Sock, cannot be turned over but in fmafli 
Parings ; and the Mid-Ridge^ being hard and 
thick;, requires great Force toraifeit; and this, 
without' Doubt, inakes the Tilhige more tedi'- 
pn$. 

As to the Nature of the Field we are treat- 
ing of, the Rule, in general, calls them Jrjr ; but, 
Jeaft we ffiould be thought to confine the fore- 
going Dire6lions to light or jfandy Mold, upon 
a very open Bottom, which will not retain Wa- 
ter for any Trad of Time, we freely extend the 
Kule to all Fields which have a tolerable De- 
fcent, and are not naturally cdld and fpronting, 
fHT upon a loofe flimy Clay. 

When Fields arc kept level, it difpofes them 
to crofs-ploughing, which tfwfy be profitable, cf- 
pecially to a Field which b^ a fudden Defcent, 

and 
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jfooA ah^bb birfty Moid ; for it etsts the Ptn 4^^ 
€rof$9 and conTequendy retains tJie Moiftu^t bct^ 
tcr» than when ttie Bottom is furrowed aiw^yif 
after one. It likewife raifes every Inch of re464 
Ground, and expofes it, by Turns^ to nonriOi t;^ 
Grain that is committed to Jt; 

A level Field faves the Labonr of filling Fqrr 
tovrs^ which fhould always be kept open; for^ 
if it tiave a Mixture of Clay^ qr ty upon atfi 
hard Bottom, the open Furrow will be conveni- 
ent for difchargiqe tht WintM fUin : And, altha^ 
there was no Ufe for it that Way^ it will be hurt-- 
ful to fill the Midfi of a krel Ridge^ becaufe 
the Machine, that's made Ufe of for that Work^ 
breaks the Body of tha Mold top much, fothac 
a whole Pace in the Middle of the Miidge grows 
little" other but Wced$; neither does it make the 
Surface even : Whereas, if the Field be clofe hac- 
rowoi, the whole iij^g^ will be equally good, 
and as much Earth brought into the FurroW| ^ 
will ierve to cherilb the Cori^ there^ which is a$ 
profitable as the reft, and there will be oQly a 
convenient HoUpw l^ft for the next pheeriog« 

R U L E II. 

JJ the PUld ifi wOferifi^ the Bd^et ought taUkeft 
rotmd. 

This Rule is founded upon a veiy firong Reg- 
ion, which ist to preferve the Field from drowtv- 
ing, and thereby keep the Mold in Heart £bt 
the following Crop. This PonjSderation hatb. 
put moft People fo much upon the Pradice of 
this Rule, that ibne C<MKion feems rather nccef- 

fary 
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lary to reftrain them from cxcccdittg Its prppcif 
Limits. It were therefore vet^ advifcable, to 
confidcr both the Nature and Situation of -thfe 
Field ; for if it be free of Springs^ and die In^ 
fiuence of Minerals, and withal have a fufficienc 
Defcenty.z very moderate Rifing Will convey th6 
Tupcrfluous Watir from the Ridge ; and Excefs, 
in this Cafei impoveriffics the Braes', Cutij off top 
much oF the Growth, and ruins the Sward. • Iti- 
ideed, where ^/n^f prevail, or looje /pouting day, 
high-form'd Ridg .re only juftifiable. 

RULE Hi. 

In Infield Grounds - the Ridges bught id he cloven i6 
Breah^Fur, gathered to Bear^ and yoked to Bear^, 
Root and Awal^ the Furrows kept open. 

• To underftand this Rule, at one V\tw\ we muft 
remember, that when a Field is defigncd for 
Bear, it requires two Furrows, the one a BreaM^ 
the other a Clean Furrow. NoW, the cleaving 
oi wet Ground doth often hazard the Crop, 
becaufe the Water more readily ftagnates, and 
thereby cankers' the Mold, efpecially infields, 
that by a continued T^^ of ploughing are dif- 
Tolved ; and therefore we take this feafonabfe 
Opportunity to fill up the Braes with the Break- 
Fur, and lower the Mid-Ridge, which other\yifc 
Xitrould be raifed at a difproportionable Height, 
"for Want of cleaving, than which no Time cih 
be more proper to evade its Harm, becatrfe wc 
defigri no Crop after this Furro\V 5 and, in fuch 
Soil, 'tis given when the Drought is at Hand, 
to divert the bad Effeds of the angry Waters. 

Break 
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Break-Fur is> by a picceeding Rule, dircftcd 
to be ebb and fmail,but ttie, experienced Plough- 
man will make a little Addition, and that is to 
break down the Banks, aud fill up the Brae- 
Furrows with their firft goiijg about, tinlefi 
Spriugs, or a Currency of Water, oblige him ca 
keep a Vacancy to convey it from the Ridge. 

The next Thing advifed by the Rule, i^ytii 
gather to Bear-Grop, purpofcly to recover the 
Roundaefs o£ the Ridge, and that it may be 
prefervedin an e^uai Pofture, at the fame Time 
that it is fecured from flagnate Water. 

We are dire£led to yoke Awal and Bear^Roor^' 
that isf to plough the Ridiis by Pairs. This Term 
of Art is twofold, n/iz. Injoking and OHtyokr 
ingf which are (xdinarily applied by Turns. The 
firft is done, wlien we begin at the two adjacent 
Braes, and plough clofe over to the next Furrows, 
fts if we were gathering a Ridge i The laft is 
peiform'd, when we begin at the outer Braes, and 
plough in over till both meet in one Furrow, as if 
we were cleaving a RJdge : And the greateft Dif« 
ficulty of this Work, is, to keep the cloven Brae* 
Furrows open, and free of Banking. The beii 
Way of doing this Work, is to pheer the Braes 
once about at a convenient Diftance, and then fee 
the Plough betwixt the two Furrows, caufing the 
Beads to go in themi and let the Plough go juft 
as deep as clean the Holl-Furrow, and nil up 
the Gaps on each Side i and let the firft Furrow 
be as ebb as poffible, and afterwards a little deep- 
er, as it approaches the Mid-Ridge i If this Di^ 
redion be followed, the cloven Brae will be ab« 
folutely free from Banking ; we muft take Care 
not CO yoke twice one Wayi othecwife it will 
L im* 
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impovetiOi the one Half> and thicken the other 
toomiich. 

R U L E IV. 

If the Soil be deep^ and inclining to loofe Clajj it 
iviS be froper to gather in Bear and JBear^Root, 
afid cleave to Awal and Break-Fur. 

This Rule h an Exception from the former; 
wrhich is occafioned by the Deepnefs and iMfnefs 
of the Soil ; for it can fcarccly be yohd^ with- 
out banking the cloven Braes ; becaufc they keep 
almoft always fuch Excefs of Sap, that, with the 
Joughnefs of the Moldy the Plough is drawn very 
unequally, that is, fometimes deep and fomctimes 
ebb. This naturally occafions Unevennefs ; and 
Ibcfidcs, tho* there were no Defefts in the Fafhion 
of the. Ridge, yet the cloven Brae will by no 
Means Jefend againft the Winter Storms : For 
fuch Fields muft be ploughed, if poffible, before 
the Approach of Winter Rains. 

This twice gathering, fuccejjively, does, *tis true, 
raife the Mid-Ridge too high, and endangers the 
lying and rotting of Corns : But, to prevent that, 
it may be eaten up in dry IVeather, or May. 

The Rule advifes to cleave to iht Awal ot fi^ 
cond Crop after Bear, both to prepaid the Ridge 
iov gathering again to Bear^ and to turn up the 
rejied Earth in the Middle. This Operation ought 
to be performed with the utmofl Nicety, beginning 
V^xy ebb at the Braes, and allowing the Plough 
to dive gradually into the Mold, as it advances 
to the Mid-Ridge, fiill minding to draw the two 
laft Furrows one and the fame Way. ' This will 

make 
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make the Mids narrow, and raife up the reflei 
Mold becter, than when the Ytping Fur is lai4 
(Contrary to the prcceeding one. 

The Brae-Furrows fliould be kept exaBly ofen^ 
and the mid opes as carefully filfd uf^ to preferve 
the Shape of the Ridge. 

R U L E V, 

Ih Outfieidsy the Ridges ought to ie gathered uf 
the firfi ani Second Odps^' and cloven ovt to- the 
third and fourth ; the Brae-Fur^ows kept open^ 
and the mid ones exaSily filtd. 

The Reafon of twice gathering here, is, to 

preferve the Ridge from drowning, and to thick- 

,en the Mid^ Ridge, fo as to admit of filling when 

it is cloven, which is abfolutely neceflary in this 

Soil. 

When the Ridge is at' firft broke up, there 
pught to be a fmall Inrerflice left betwixt the 
two firft Furrows, to facilitate the next pheer- 
ing, and to prevent a too fiidden Rife in the 
JiwalMids. 
• Twice cleaving is advifed, to level the Height 
of the Ridge, and fill up the Braes, to bring ot> 
a good equal Sward when the Field is laid out. 

The laft Direftion in the iJ«/^ is, to keep the 
Ptae-Furrows open, and' fill up the raid ones^x- 
aSily; and indeed a Deficiency in filling, efpecl- 
ially in cold Ground, not only lofes the Mid-Ridge, 
but drowns and cankers the whole. 

There is, however, a Caveat to bo given about 
the Brae-Furrs, viz. to keep them exaSily open at 
the third Ploughing, but to lay them near clofe: 

at 
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it tiie fourth] becaufe it keeps. them free froiti 
tanking^ Ziod is a confiderable Help at the nttx 
Intaking: So that it will be even better to lofc 
ia litcle at the lafi Crop, than to opprejs both Man 
4hd Beaft^ when they are again broke up, and to 
I lofc more when the Field is mueh richer. 

r"^, R U L E VL 

; j^the field he defigfid f^ Grafs ^ ik Ai^Bti 

There needs little more be faid to rkefhmtnd 
\ this Rule^ than barely to name it i becaufe it 

jnakes the Returns of Grais more plentiful^ the 
intake more eafy^ and the very Prolpe£k more a- 
greeable* Whether the Field be dry or laet^ a le- 
irel Pofturc will be indifpenfibly neceffary, to dif- 
pofe it fooner for breaking up, becaufe the Roots 
pf tVeeds^ v^hich had formerly infefted and fepa- 
iztti the Mold, are fooner wafted when it is mt^ 
nifhed with Sdp^ than when they are inviron'd 
with dry Earth. Now, it is certain, that no- 
thing contributes more to prefcrve the Moiflurei 
- ^vhether Tiatural or accidental^ than a level Poftme^ 

When the Field is fpouting^ or abounds with 
fmaU Veins oi Watery the greateft Dexterity is to 
be applied, to keep a little but ebb Conveyance 
Ttvirixt the Ridges, and, at the fame Time^ to 
ffbviate a fudden Declivity on the Braes.* 
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